This research project concerns a cognitive anthropological study combining methodologies from the
cognitive sciences and anthropology. Fieldwork for this research was conducted by Sandra Evers and Marry
Kooy (cum laude graduate at the Department in 2008) from August 2007 until April 2008 in Port Louis, the
capital of Mauritius. Everybody in Mauritius is of migrant origin, as Mauritius once was an uninhabited island.
Mauritian children can trace their ancestries to Europe, Africa, Madagascar and Asia (particularly India and
China). The children of this study live in the poorer quarters of Port Louis and frequent public primary
schools where less than 40 percent of the children manages to pass the primary school final exam. Our
query centres around two theoretical issues that have been neglected in cognitive and anthropological
theory: 1) Particularly in the cognitive sciences, research on children’s imagination looks at how children
imagine a fantasy world, exemplified by studies on pretend play. Another category of studies analyses
children’s memory of the actual past that they have experienced. This study combines these approaches by
looking at children’s ability to imagine an actual past, event (or location), which they have not personally
experienced. 2) The second angle of the study is how children root themselves in their family history and
create senses of belonging to “imagined communities” anchored in contemporary Mauritius and/or other
places and times. Children are crucial to such processes as they are socialized in these communities and
themselves are active agents in the intergenerational transmission of what is deemed to be the sociocultural essence of these groups.
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