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Anthropology is the science of the sense of humour. It can be thus

defined without too much pretension or facetiousness. For to see ourselves

as others see us is but the reverse and the counterpart of the gift to see

others as they really are and as they want to be. And this is the métier of the anthropologist.
Bronislaw Malisnowski
Preface

In 2006, the department had to say farewell to some of our appreciated collaborators. Old-hands André Droogers and Dick Kooiman retired, as did special professor Sander Griffioen. Our inspirer Donna Winslow (2000-2006) decided to return to her home country, Canada. Another inspirer – visiting professor Thomas Eriksen – also took his farewell due to an overload of work elsewhere. And, finally, we had to say goodby to postdoc Peter Versteeg and our secretary Yvonne van Kampen. But we welcomed Birgit Meyer as, finally, our full-time colleague, and we also welcomed several new PhD candidates. 

On the professional level, we performed well. We published about our research in refereed journals, as well as in books, in local languages, and in reports requested by policy makers – which reflects the broad span that we, the department, aspire for. Our courses were evaluated as, in general, inspiring and instructive. We were invited to present papers and give guest lectures all over the globe. And, once again we debated a lot, disagreed and agreed a lot, and laughed a lot. We look to the future with optimism. 

Ton Salman 

Research Coordinator
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It is the mark of an educated mind to be able to entertain a thought without accepting it

Aristotle 
Introduction

Culture covers just about everything – and many things can be labelled as ‘cultures’. There are hip-hop cultures, Aztec and Thai cultures, university cultures, urban cultures, Catholic cultures, political cultures, agricultures and bacillus cultures. To complicate things even further, globalization has brought about the spread of self-conscious awareness of ‘one’s culture’ across the globe. Thanks to the generalized cultural encounter, paradoxically, today pretty much every set of people claims and cherishes its own culture. Cultures are not only ‘out there’, they are proclaimed, celebrated and fought over. Simultaneously, insights in the intensified dynamics between and transformations of cultures and in ‘cultural fusion’, has made some scholars conclude that the possibility to discern and distinguish a particular culture has faded altogether. Studying culture in the era of globalization is more of a test than ever, because cultures have ceased to sit still or keep quiet while being studied, and, of course, because cultures can be hijacked and turned into grounds for exclusion and violence, or, in other words, ‘[t]he problem with the global village is all the global village idiots’ 

(P. Ginsparg).

Social and cultural anthropology tries to go beyond the uncovering of the processes of change as such and to understand people’s different, often contradictory perceptions and evaluations of these events, of their causes and ‘perpetrators’, of the responses people design and, of course, the cultural circumstances of all these viewpoints. These perceptions and evaluations often prompt people’s stands and actions. Not only the facts, but also what people make of the facts, is our research terrain.

In its research programme CONSEC (see below), the Department of Social and Cultural Anthropology (SCA) at the VU University Amsterdam focuses in particular on people’s attempts to cope with the chances, risks, opportunities, dangers, options and uncertainties that accompany globalization. The core concept of our scholarly work is human security – depicting people’s quest for both material and existential security. This ‘quest’, however, is not conceived of as a steadfast and perennial standard or unswerving inclination of human endeavour, but as a dynamic, situationally embedded and culturally saturated aspect of people’s agency. By studying the ways people imagine security, respond to insecurity and danger, and in this very effort, paradoxically, sometimes engage with, or create risk and hazard (for themselves and/or others), we hope to shed light on the effects of globalization on peoples vicissitudes and actions. 

For the department, 2006 was a year of farewells and welcomes. André Droogers – department veteran, professor and former head of the department – took his leave of us on 23 June. The seminar on ‘Science of religion and religion in science’ (which was organized by, among others, his PhD students), André’s farewell lecture, and the reception were attended by a host of colleagues, former colleagues and friends. André was also offered a liber amicorum, and many words of appreciation and gratitude. Luckily, André will stay in touch with the department: a emeritus arrangement has been made up.


A week later (29 June), we had to say goodbye to Sander Griffioen. He had been a special professor at our department for various years, holding the chair of Intercultural Philosophy. Also Sander’s farewell was accompanied by a seminar and a farewell book, and many colleagues and friends came to the VU on the day he took his leave. He, too, was addressed with warm words of indebtedness. Also for Sander, an emeritus arrangement is in place. 


To our regret, Professor Donna Winslow decided to return to her home country, Canada. We said goodbye to her on 27 October. We are grateful for all she did for our department. 


On 31 December, Dick Kooiman retired. He had worked for over 40 years at the VU – which makes him the most experienced of all. His farewell took place at the beginning of 2007, with a well-attended seminar and reception, and with many words of thanks and appreciation for his long-term contribution. Like the others, Dick will stay with us, but on a less intensive basis, thanks to an emeritus arrangement.


Also on 31 December, postdoc Peter Versteeg and secretary Yvonne van Kampen left our department. We said goodbye to them and thanked them for services rendered by means of a nice dinner at a restaurant on 18 December. Yvonne will be replaced by Selma van Laake-Ypenburg.


A month earlier, we had had to say goodbye to a very appreciated fellow and visiting professor at our department: Thomas Hylland Eriksen, due to an overload of work and responsibilities across the world and at home, he saw himself forced to resign his visiting professorship.

The newcomers include, in a way, Birgit Meyer. After two years of part-time ‘run-up’, on 1 September she started to work full time at our department. She assumes André Droogers’s chair of ‘Cultural Anthropology, especially the Anthropology of Religion’. The department heartily welcomes her! Oscar Salemink, meanwhile, took over Donna Winslow’s chair of ‘Social Anthropology’. In 2006, the department also welcomed six new PhD candidates: Rhoda Woets (February), Scott Dalby, Priscilla Koh and Tam Ngo (September), and Joan van Wijk and Margot Leegwater (November); all have started their research projects. In our research project CONSEC, we welcomed as newcomers Lorraine Nencel and Joost Beuving. Both were formerly part of the Department of Social Research Methodology, but were replaced due to organizational reforms. As trained anthropologists working on very appealing research projects, they were most welcomed in CONSEC. 


Last year we reported that the department ‘had more PhD candidates in its midst than ever before’: well, in 2006 we had almost twice as many! 

Among the important events in 2006 – apart from all the farewells and welcomes – was a lecture (8 March) by Clara Han on Chile’s authoritarian past, titled ‘Local Genealogies of Torture: Chile’s Consensual State and the Violence of Economics’. Clara Han works at the Department of Anthropology and the Department of Social Medicine, Harvard University. On 20 October, a faculty lecture was given by Tim Allen, from the London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE). His lecture addressed the present troubled peace process in northern Uganda and the question of reconciliation. Both lectures had a large and very interested audience and led to lively debate. 


In 2006, our department continued to have above-average evaluations for most courses in both our Bachelor’s and MSc programme. Once again, in the academic year 2005/2006, over 85% of our MSc students graduated. Furthermore, we continued our relationships with visiting professors Maurice Bloch and Saskia Sassen.

This year, the final judgement on our education programme – the results of the five-yearly audit (which was held in 2005) – came in. Both our Bachelor’s programme and especially our Master’s programme were positively evaluated: our Master’s was declared ‘best in the country’.
2

The SCA research programme:

Constructing Human Security in a Globalizing World (CONSEC)

Every word or concept, clear as it may seem to be, has only a limited range of applicability

Werner Heisenberg

The programme

People interact, willingly or reluctantly, more intensively every day. This process inevitably affects all sorts of matters that are regarded as necessarily true or certain to happen, including those that contribute to people’s confidence in and familiarity with traditional customs, livelihoods and environments. The process of globalization tends to undermine ‘traditional’ forms of physical and existential security, as experienced by many groups and communities around the world. At the same time, it provides an increase of the pools of resources and meaning from which people can draw in their quest for such security. Although the scope of anthropological research is often local, both the challenges to human security and the repertoires of resources and meaning on which people draw are increasingly transnational in nature. 

In our research programme ‘Constructing Human Security in a Globalizing World’ (CONSEC) we study the paradoxes inherent in this mostly local, particular quest for human security in the context and on the basis of fast-changing, increasingly transnational repertoires of resources and meanings, by looking at the localized quest for physical and existential security at the same time. The central question of the research programme is: How do people construct and use varying social and cultural repertoires in a globalizing world to create human security, both physical and existential?

The fields in which we pursue this programme are varied. Traditionally, the theme of religion has been a forte. Currently, specifically its interconnections with development, transnational linkages, identity searches and identity politics, the paramount role of media in their recruitment and communication, are intensely studied within SCA. A major research activity is the ‘Conversion Careers Programme’ chaired by André Droogers. In 2006, André Droogers also received a NORFACE grant for a new research project, conducted in collaboration with the international, multidisciplinary Glopent network (set up on the initiative of the Hollenweger Centre) on Pentecostal immigrant churches in three European countries. André’s work is continued and extended in Birgit Meyer’s focus on the role of religion and media in the imagination of communities in post-colonial societies. Her inaugural lecture (6 October 2006) stressed the eminent role of religion in its many mediated guises (e.g. video movies) in processes of identity formation. 

Anton van Harskamp does research on religion and civil society, and Peter Versteeg on conversion. Oscar Salemink connects religion and religious conversions (in Vietnam) with dimensions of ethnicity and national minority policies, and brings in a transnational dimension in the analysis of the conversion strategies. Edien Bartels studies the role of Islamic religious inspirations in the process of establishing an identity and role for oneself as a Muslim in Western societies such as the Netherlands (‘Dutch Islam’), and additionally addresses such themes as arranged marriages and female circumcision. Lenie Brouwer is especially interested in how second-generation Dutch Moroccans derive their concepts of meaning more and more from transnational sources of signification, for example the Internet. Marjo de Theije, in Brazil, studied extensively the role of Catholic religion in designing survival and community strategies. A considerable number of SCA’s PhD candidates work within this field.

A second field in which the department had a marked presence is urban studies. Freek Colombijn is working on a long-term project to reconstruct the power, ethnic and spatial dimensions of the emergence of urban ‘orders’ in Indonesia. Marion den Uyl’s current research focuses on the social, cultural and ‘security’ aspects of the large-scale reconstruction of the Bijlmermeer neighbourhood in Amsterdam and links themes of urban segregation, urban security, social cohesion and multiculturalism. Ton Salman’s research on the quest for citizenship and genuine democracy in La Paz, Bolivia, connects issues of urban migration, ethnicity, public space and political culture. Both Lenie Brouwer and Edien Bartels have done much work on social cohesion in Amsterdam neighbourhoods.

A third important field is ethnicity. Ellen Bal’s research on the ‘India connection’ of the Hindustani immigrants in the Netherlands and Surinam revealed the multilayered character of ethnic belonging, and her research in Bangladesh and India on youth’s search for identity and a future project touches upon the interlinkages between local, religious and ‘global’ components of this search. Ethnicity also plays a central role in Marjo de Theije’s current research on Brazilian gold-diggers in Surinam, and in the research of Jan Abbink on political developments in the Horn of Africa. Sandra Evers studies the intricate relations between ethnic groups, landownership, social status and access to resources in the central highlands of Madagascar and the Seychelles. Ethnicity, in its interlinkages with trade, state formation and social mobility, is also central in Heather Sutherland’s historical research on Southeast Asia. 

The department, finally, has a solid record of research on development issues. Many of the individual projects mentioned above are directly or indirectly related to questions related to development processes, touching upon such themes as rural development, sustainability, livelihoods, and national and transnational migration. And staff members, of course, also address topics that are not directly related to these four major fields.

Human security is a transversal theme, touching upon all these fields. The department’s policy is to explore and capitalize these clusters by intensifying, if possible employing conjunctions with issues of human security, inter-faculty and inter-university collaboration. A case in point is the pursuit for intensifying collaboration with the VU interfaculty research efforts in the ‘Centrum voor Politie-en Veiligheidswetenschappen VU’ (CP-VW, coordinated by Jaap Timmer) and the FSW project ‘Veiligheid en Burgerschap’ of Professor Hans Boutellier. 

In our exploration of the potential of the concept human security, our attempts to test its possible usefulness in the various research projects that are being carried out in the department, and our efforts to anthropologize the debate on human security (HS), we continuously come across its contradictory manifestations. Of course, we do not claim that all human endeavour can be interpreted in terms of a quest for security. Moreover, the antonym of security is not necessarily and exclusively insecurity: it can be freedom or risk. The diverse dimensions of human security and insecurity are thus entangled in sometimes puzzling ways. 

In the research programme, therefore, we both explore the usefulness of HS for opening new vistas in the respective participant’s research fields, and continuously question and revise the concept. Such ongoing revisions and contextualizations are indispensable if we want to move beyond detecting factual degrees of risks and dangers, to include, as a crucial dimension, different agents’ perceptions thereof. After all, ‘[t]he trouble with facts is that there are so many of them’ (Samuel McChord Crothers). The department is planning to again dedicate a specific seminar to the developments that we have been going through in our usage of and reflection on the concept of human security. This seminar will be held in 2007. We also intend to persist in our efforts to make curiosity the driving force of our research, heedful of the spirit expressed in Terry Prachett’s novel Small Gods:

It is a popular fact that nine-tenths of the brain is not used and, like most popular facts, it is wrong. Not even the most stupid Creator would go to the trouble of making the human head carry around several pounds of unnecessary grey goo if its only real purpose was, for example, to serve as a delicacy for certain remote tribesmen in unexplored valleys. It is used. And one of its functions is to make the miraculous seem ordinary and turn the unusual into the usual. Because if this was not the case, then human beings, faced with the daily wondrousness of everything, would go around wearing big stupid grins, similar to those worn by certain remote tribesmen.
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Staff

3.1 Department staff 2006, including PhD candidates

Department Staff

Abbink, Prof. Jan (special chair)

Bal, Dr Ellen 

Bartels, Dr Edien

Brouwer, Dr Lenie

Colombijn, Dr Freek

Droogers, Prof. André (until June)

Evers, Dr Sandra 

Griffioen, Prof. Sander (special chair, until June)

Harskamp, Prof. Anton van (special chair)

Keuper, drs. Ina

Kooiman, Dr Dick (until December)

Meyer, Prof. Birgit

Salemink, Prof. Oscar 

Salman, Dr Ton 

Sutherland, Prof. Heather (part time)

Theije, Dr Marjo de 

Uyl, Dr Marion den 

Versteeg, Dr Peter (until December)

Winslow, Prof. Donna (until November)

PhD candidates

Büscher, drs. Bram

Dalby, MSc, Scott (since September)

Grassiani, drs. Erella

Kamp, drs. Linda van de

Klaver, drs. Miranda

Koh, MSc Priscilla (since September)

Leegwater, drs. Margot (since November)

Minkjan. Drs. Hanneke 

Ngo, MSc Tam (since September)

Nguyen, MSc Tuan Anh 

Noguchi, MSc Ikuya

Rickli, MSc João 

Roeland, drs. Johan

Ruigrok, drs. Inge

Salverda, drs. Tijo

Smit, drs. Regien 

Stokhof, drs. Malte

Wijk, drs. Joan van (since November)

Woets, drs. Rhoda

Former PhD candidates, whose graduation is awaited

Cil, MSc Aysegül

Hummel, drs. Rhea

Knibbe, drs. Kim

Schwerzel, drs. Jeffrey

Since September 2005, the management team (MT) has comprised:

Prof. Oscar Salemink, Head of Department

drs. Ina Keuper, Education Coordinator

Dr Ton Salman, Research Coordinator

Our secretariat:

Ms Anouk Nieuwland

Ms Yvonne van Kampen (until December)

3.2 Individual research projects undertaken by staff in 2006

Abbink, Jan
Project title: Political Culture in the Horn of Africa: Local and National Narratives of Ethnicity and Conflict

Politics and power formation in the Horn of Africa are shaped by conflicting narratives on historical, religious and ethnic identity. Governance, group relations and the exercise of power are reinterpreted and enacted in specific local forms in settings where different legal traditions and cultural commitments are at play. These local forms, being entry points for national policy and interventions supported by foreign donors, need continuous study to assess people’s scope and forms of agency in the context of wider socio-political processes. This research project is looking at developments on the national level as well as at changing patterns of conflict and sociocultural transformation in societies on the margins of the state, notably in Ethiopia. On the national level, the project addresses problems of political culture and fledgling ‘democratization’ of the Ethiopian political system and its possible conflict-generating aspects; on the local level it looks at the shaping/reshaping and transformation of ethnic group relations and their articulation in new, more politicized forms. The impact of growing ecological-economic and political problems is considered in relation to the decline of human security profiles and specifically to developments in the sphere of communal relations. The empirical research is focused on two regions in northern and south-central Ethiopia.
Bal, Ellen 

Project titles: Searching Roots and Constructing Homeland(s): the Importance of India for Hindustanis in Suriname and the Netherlands and (in preparation) Of dreams and Nightmares: Youth and Human Security in Bangladesh and India

The first project investigates notions of ‘roots’, ‘homeland’ and/or ‘belonging’ held by people of Indian origin in Suriname and the Netherlands, and explores their emotional and practical attachments to India. The study is closely linked with a larger research project entitled ‘A Diaspora Coming Home? Overseas Indians re-establishing links with India’, which is being carried out by Dr Kathinka Sinha-Kerkhoff (Sept. 2001 – Sept. 2005) and concentrates on PIOs (people of Indian origin) in Mauritius, the Netherlands and Suriname. 

The second project (which is in preparation) focuses on the views and experiences of young people in poor and conflict-ridden regions in South Asia (Bangladesh and India), on what it means to be young, and on their dreams and nightmares, their hopes, desires and ambitions, as well as their fears, uncertainties and insecurities. The project will attempt to broaden the social scientific understanding of young people’s perceptions of and role in constructing (and/or risking) human securities and insecurities, in their present lives and anticipated futures.

Bartels, Edien

Project title: Religious Identity Formation under Moroccan Immigrants in the Netherlands
Immigrants from the southern shore of the Mediterranean in Western European countries are mostly Muslims. We perceive a revival of Islam in the context of political discussions in Europe (in part around the notion of ‘integration’), and development problems in the countries of origin. Some speak of the emergence of a ‘Dutch Islam’, which would imply a process in which Muslims reorganize and reinterpret their religious heritage in the light of the new social context in which they find themselves as immigrants. These ‘redefinitions’ include the selection or reselection and adaptation of sources of meaning triggered by the new context in which they live, and by changes in the country of origin.

Other research themes, which are addressed in other research projects, include abandoned women in their country of origin after ‘home trips’; arranged marriages and female circumcision. 

Joost Beuving

Project title: African Traders and European Cars. Economic and Social Considerations in the Construction of a Transnational Market
Since the mid 1980s, large numbers of second-hand cars have been exported every year from Europe to West Africa. Coinciding with the widespread adoption of economic liberalization policies by West African governments, the rapid expansion of this market – in terms of volume traded and traders involved – seems to confirm neo-liberal policy thinking of market development. A major question remains, however: how do traders succeed in bridging the sociocultural and institutional differences between European and African car markets? Preliminary study by the researcher has indicated the crucial importance of social networks in this respect. Yet, it is clear that very different strategies are followed, not only in the Euro-African car trade, but also in different African settings. The aim of this research is to analyse the different articulations of economic considerations and sociocultural possibilities for the creation of social networks in the construction of a transnational market. In particular, the sociogenesis of the Cotonou car market in Bénin will be studied, with a specific focus on the embedding of entrepreneurial behaviour into complex sets of social relations. The research will be carried out using ethnographic research techniques (including social network analysis), the study of archives, export statistics and official documents.
Brouwer, Lenie

Project title: New Media and Second-generation Dutch Moroccans in the Netherlands 

Although rapid global transformations often create insecurity and uncertainty for migrants, they also provide a challenge and an opportunity for new social and cultural forms. Especially second-generation Muslim immigrants derive their concepts of meaning more and more from various sources of signification, for example the Internet. Quests for, in particular, existential security materialize in issues of ethnic, gender and religious identity, as bearers of people’s attempts to create shared meaning and collective distinction. An example of these expressions of identity can be seen on Moroccan websites set up by second-generation immigrants, as well as in the way immigrant youth appropriates technology in computer centres in multi-ethnic urban areas, by for example composing rap songs on a computer. The project includes online and offline research. 

Colombijn, Freek

Project title: The Politics of Housing in Indonesian Cities during the long Decolonization (1930-1960)

This research project deals with the social effects of decolonization in Indonesia. The main focus is on housing in a number of cities, because shelter is a basic need, as has been underscored at two UN Habitat Conferences. Adequate housing, or shelter, gives people a degree of physical security; however, the feeling of being secure is just as important. The existential importance of housing is expressed in such sayings as ‘Home is where the heart is’ and ‘An Englishman’s home is his castle’. On the ground, feelings of security and insecurity become visible in ethnic residential segregation, gated communities and symbolic markers of territory. The changes in housing shed light on the social dynamics, namely processes of ethnicity and class formation, and the emergence of the state bureaucracy, the army, corporate enterprises, and landlords as important, albeit very different interest groups.

Droogers, André
Projects titles: 1) Between Secularization and Religionization and 2) Conversion Careers and Culture Politics in Pentecostalism: a Comparative Study in Four Continents

 
The first is a four-year programme comprising five projects (both PhD and postdoc), in which qualitative methods are used to study changes in world-views in the Netherlands. The programme is intended to complement quantitative studies that have been done by sociologists and government offices. It is fully financed by the VU University. This programme has advanced to the stage where reports are being written or have already been published. One new project was started in 2005.
The second programme is connected to the Hollenweger Center for the Interdisciplinary Study of Pentecostal and Charismatic Movements, of which André Droogers was director until his retirement. The Center is a joint venture of the faculties of Theology and Social Sciences. It is part of the European Research Network on Global Pentecostalism (‘GloPent’), together with the universities of Birmingham and Heidelberg. The programme comprises four PhD projects and one postdoc project. The five case studies concern Nicaragua, Mozambique, Korea/Japan and the Netherlands (two studies). Two of the projects are financed by the VU, the other three by the Netherlands Organization for Scientific Research (NWO). The programme started in November 2003 and will finish in 2010. 
André Droogers retired in June. As ‘emeritus’ he will however remain active in both projects.

Research Projects Dr Sandra J.T.M. Evers 
Project titles: 1) The Malagasy State and Parallel Systems of Justice and Administration in Natural Resource Management 

Land registration is one of the cornerstones of the Malagasy government plan to decentralize and accelerate the economic development of Madagascar. Acting under strong pressure exerted by the IMF, the Malagasy government launched the PNF (Plan National Foncier) in 2004 to implement a national land registration system. From the outset, land registration has proven to be complex and problematic, due in no small part to the difficulties in reconciling the dictates of positive law (lex fori) and customary law (lex loci). 


2) Memory and Retrieval in Post-slavery Societies in the South West Indian Ocean
The research deals with ‘memory’ as an independent line of inquiry. The principal aim is to develop anthropological perspectives on memory and retrieval in post-slavery societies in the South West Indian Ocean while integrating research findings in the cognitive sciences. The project has two parts: 2a) The Perpetuation of the Ideology and Terminology of Slavery in Madagascar, addressing slavery legacies in Malagasy communities today. Andevo or ‘slave’ is a term still used although the content of the concept has considerable changed over time; 2b) Human Security in Relation to Official and Popular Histories since the 1977 Coup d’état, on the Seychellois. Central are feelings of security and community in a distrust-saturated and repressive society, on the invention of ‘counter-stories’, and on the memory of slavery.
Griffioen, Sander 
Project title: Tradition and Uncertainty

In his book Moed tot cultuur (Amsterdam, 2003), Sander Griffioen approached culture as a path, a road to be travelled, rather than an entity, thus focusing on the cultural rather than on culture as a body. This shift has important implications for the notion of tradition. Whereas tradition in the social sciences is mostly understood as a house and a haven, the emphasis is now placed on being underway, implying both leaving home and anticipating arrival at a destination. However, the possibility of non-arrival can never be discarded. Thus, such notions as hope and fulfilment come into play, as do desolation and anxiety. This research is focused on both Confucianism and Taoism, the foremost Chinese traditions, in order to establish their original potentials and limitations. The genre of the research is intercultural philosophy. The project officially ended with Griffioen’s retirement on 1 June 2006.
Harskamp, Anton van 

Project title: Civil Society and Religion (with a special emphasis on American Christian fundamentalism)

The concept of civil society is among the most significant developments within the contemporary human sciences (John Keane, Global Civil Society, Cambridge UP 2003). The concept is not a purely descriptive one. When scholars, politicians, policy makers and journalists write about civil society, often normative dimensions are conveyed within the concept. Apparently, ‘civil society’ refers not only to a certain kind of society and to specific kinds of associations and organizations, but also to the ‘good society’. At the same time, civil society can symbolize the collective desire to live in safe, secure and reliable societal settings. This project studies what role religion plays in the building of civil societies. Special attention is paid to the social, political and cultural instruments and symbols that are used by Christian fundamentalists to build their very own civil societies in the United States of America. 

Kooiman, Dick

Project title: The Power of Ceremonial in Princely India
In this research, the globalizing world is represented by British colonialism spreading its tentacles out over all of India. From the India Office in London, lines of administrative control ran to all corners of the Indian subcontinent, including a large number of semi-independent princely states.

There were hundreds of these princely states. Although the majority were small and insignificant, some were kingdoms similar in size to England or France. They were allowed to maintain their own administration but had to relinquish control over their external and military affairs. Together with the representatives of the British Paramount Power at their courts, these Indian rulers are the main actors in the research. 

What these Indian states/princes sought was primarily a political security, which in colonial conditions meant the preservation of their semi-autonomous existence and the upholding of their izzat (honour). Ceremonial honours – such as gun salutes and durbar arrangements – were important means to strengthen their sense of security and are the main subjects of this research.

This project officially ended with Dick Kooiman’s retirement in December.

Meyer, Birgit

Project title: Modern Mass Media, Religion and the Imagination of Communities
Birgit Meyer started to work full time at the department in September 2006. Until then, she concentrated on the above-mentioned project. It was a NWO/PIONIER research programme at ASSR/UvA, from 09/2000 – 09/2006. This multidisciplinary research programme addressed the role of electronic mass media in the shift from the nation-state as the privileged space for the imagination of community to the articulation of alternative, religious imaginations. Special emphasis is put on the question how the rise of religious organizations and their outspoken manifestation in the public sphere are related to the legitimacy crisis of the post-colonial state and the increasing global accessibility of electronic mass media at the dawn of the information age. 


Also at SCA, she will continue to work on dynamics of ‘flow and closure’ and the role of religion and media in the establishment of new communities and identities in our globalizing world.

Nencel, Lorraine

Project title: Identity Construction: Dimensions of Profession, Income, Ethnicity and Exclusion.

Lorraine Nencel works on issues of identity. Her regional specialization is Latin America, and most particularly the urban area of Lima, Peru. She has recently got involved in research in South Africa through the SANPAD organization, on new teachers’ identities in Johannesburg. At the moment she is working on a small research project with Kathy Davis (UU) on exclusion and inclusion in Dutch society. In addition, she is finishing a project on secretaries and identity, and initiating a new one on money, class, ethnicity and identity.

Salemink, Oscar

Project title: Human Security and Religious Certainty in Southeast Asia
Southeast Asia is undergoing rapid economic growth, and is also extremely rich in religious repertoires. Throughout the region, there is a proliferation of novel forms of devotion linked to movements of religious change that might evolve towards religious purity or towards syncretistic recombinations and bricolage. In a glocalizing and eclectic religious market, these religious transformations draw from both local and transnational religious and ritual repertoires to imagine and/or enact alternative modernities in line with globalizing lifestyles. The region offers a plethora of religious networks and movements that cross national borders and religious and ethnic boundaries, and that are characterized by a renewed emphasis on ritual, using both old and new forms and pervading other fields (e.g. state ritual). By looking at ways in which boundaries are symbolically and ritually constructed and/or transgressed/transcended, this research project seeks to establish how religious leaders and their followers use a variety of religious and ritual repertoires to construct religious certainty and human security – often through religious purity or syncretistic recombination – against the backdrop of increased individual choice, flux and national and transnational reconfigurations

Salman, Ton

Project title: Citizenship in Latin America

In Latin America, the debate on democracy and citizenship has evolved from one in which the transition was central, to one in which the consolidation, as well as the nature and deficient quality of democratic regimes and citizenship rights takes centre stage. A crucial aspect of the debate is how the ‘ordinary’ Latin Americans look at their democracies, their parties, their politicians and their rights. This research project addresses the question how people, particularly poor people, in Latin America perceive their rights, and how they approach the institutions that are supposed to deliver these rights, taking into account the varying political cultures and state attitudes with regard to these civil, political and social (and ethnic/collective) rights. The central issues are such dimensions as the internalizations of existing deficiencies in the realization of rights, and learning processes in the present era of demands for deepening democracy accompanied by struggles over the meaning of rights and citizenship triggered by the neo-liberal onslaught.

Theije, Marjo de

Project title: Gold in Surinam

In the Surinamese forest a gold rush is taking place, involving thousands of Brazilians, local indigenous and maroon people, and Surinamese entrepreneurs from the city. Until recently, all these actors were in some way or another engaged in small-scale gold mining, but now foreign and large capital owning companies are also entering. In this research project the dynamics of the interplay between all the actors engaged in the gold prospecting and extraction will be analysed from several perspectives, such as (1) the construction of prosperity, fortune, opportunity and security, (2) the localization of riches and land rights in the context of migration and seasonal migration, national borders and regional integration, and (3) notions of individuality and community in the organization of life in the gold fields (basic stability, trust, absence of state power, minimal features of the temporal society).

Uyl, Marion den

Project title: Urban Renewal and Identities

This project is taking place in the Bijlmermeer, a multicultural neighbourhood in Amsterdam. The research is focused on urban renewal and on the identity formation of immigrant girls and mothers, in the context of the availability of different, sometimes contrasting cultural messages. These messages are related to different cultural and religious traditions, to the reinvention of these traditions, to images and prejudices with regard to the neighbourhood, and to the large-scale process of urban renewal aimed at establishing socially-controlled rather than anonymous housing.
Versteeg, Peter

Project title: Changing Ritual Praxis: A Comparative Research of Two Protestant Churches in Houten, the Netherlands

In this research, two Dutch Protestant churches are compared by looking at their changing ritual praxis in relation to processes of secularization and individualization. The two churches are a mainstream Reformed church (Protestant Church in the Netherlands; PCN) and a conservative Reformed church (Netherlands Reformed Congregation; NRC). They are located in Houten, a suburban boom-town in the centre of the Netherlands. 

Secularization and individualization are viewed as sources of both uncertainty and certainty. Secularization may result in uncertainty about the identity of church and believer, while individualization may lead to feelings of anxiety when people experience a loss of ideological-symbolic certainty and control. However, both processes may give people the opportunity to move beyond traditional confines and to develop a sense of autonomy, in particular in terms of religious exploration and affirmation.

Winslow, Donna

Project title: Human Security, Peace Operations and the Military

The end of the Cold War was marked by a proliferation of intra-state conflicts. In addition, various global issues have surfaced, including some related to human rights violations, refugees and internally displaced persons, landmines and small arms, terrorism, environmental degradation, drug trafficking and such infectious diseases as HIV/AIDS. Human security has both global and local dimensions, and this, in this project, was discussed in terms of the state’s ability to care for its citizens and the international community’s responsibility to intervene to protect human rights. Human security has policy implications and has inspired some governments to take action in order to promote a human security agenda. The focus of this project was on the ethics, possibilities and limitations of such actions. The project ended with Donna’s resignation in November. 

3.3 PhD candidates

On 23 November 2006, Henk Haenen successfully defended his thesis Afrikaans denken – Ontmoeting, Dialoog en frictie; een filosofisch onderzoek. His supervisor (promotor) was Professor Sander Griffioen. 

On 1 December 2006, Alexander Claver successfully defended his thesis Commerce and capital in colonial Java  - Trade, finance and commercial relations between Europeans and Chinese, 1820s-1942. His supervisor (promotor) was Professor Heather Sutherland.

As mentioned in the introduction, six new PhDs – Scott Dalby, Priscilla Koh, Margot Leegwater, Tam Ngo, Joan van Wijk and Rhoda Woets – joined the department in 2006. 

Rhoda Woets’ project is ‘Palette of power relations and the boundaries of globalization: contemporary artists in Ghana’, which attempts to answer the question of the influence of globalization processes on Ghanaian visual artists in terms of professional and personal identity, artistic styles and relations within the national and international art world

Scott Dalby started to work on the project ‘Cosmopolitanizing and Politicizing Falun Gong Membership and Practices: Processes of Incorporation and Discipline of non-Chinese in the Transnational Falun Gong Society’. Based on empirical research of Falun Gong practices outside of China, this project focuses on the cosmopolitanization and politicization of transnational ethnic-religions in localized and globalized spaces. Since being largely banished from mainland China, Falun Gong’s membership has undergone a process of de-ethnicization, while Falun Gong practices are increasingly used to strive for the right to practice on the mainland and to criticize the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) in public spaces/domains. 


Priscilla Koh’s project is ‘Vietnam’s Familiar Strangers – Narratives of returning overseas Vietnamese and the symbolic construction of homeland and nation’. It addresses the issue that Vietnam experienced several periods of mass emigration in the 20th century, driven by war, poverty and political change. The result is that overseas Vietnamese (nguoi Viet hai ngoai or Viet Kieu) are not a homogeneous entity. Groups that left at different periods, for various reasons, bear distinct relationships with the Vietnamese state, and have varying notions of homeland and nation. Likewise, the state’s attitude to each group is markedly different. 


Margot Leegwater is working on the project ‘Ethnic antagonism as development constraint: the heritage of conflict in the socio-economic policies of Rwanda and Burundi’. This is a comparative anthropological research project looking at the ways in which ethnicity and ethnic tensions influence local development policies and projects in Rwanda and Burundi. These two ethnically and socio-economically related countries have experienced ethnic conflict and have recently entered a seemingly more stable episode in an explosive region. The research will try to explain in what ways ethnicity plays a part in local rural development and can reveal potential negative effects of ethnic tensions. Furthermore, comparing the ethnic policies of Burundi and Rwanda, which differ significantly, can help to explain whether and, if so, in what way these different approaches lead to, or reflect, different local perceptions of ethnicity.


Tam Ngo’s project is ‘Transnational Religious Networks, Protestant Conversion and Economic Development among the Hmong in Northern Vietnam’. To better understand the broader social and cultural changes that are reshaping the lives of the Hmong in northern Vietnam, this study investigates the massive Protestant conversion – a profound cultural transformation – which hundreds of thousands of Hmong are going through, as well as the sociocultural and economic effects of conversion in connection with poverty alleviation.


Finally, Joan van Wijk started to work on her project ‘Domestic violence in a Mexican tourist area’. The Mexican towns of Playa del Carmen and Cancún have become booming tourist resorts, resulting in drastic transformations of social life and gender relations. Domestic violence is a common occurrence. This research will concentrate on men’s relation to violence and attempts to unpack the role of violence within the various discourses and practices of masculinity in this particular context. Violence is perceived as a relational concept in which domestic violence will be studied in relation to other forms of violence. Finally, given the popular acceptance of the causal relation between drug abuse and violence, the research intends to unpack this assumption.

Three PhD candidates initiated their projects in 2005. João Rickli is studying the relation between the Dutch and the Brazilian partners in the ‘Kerk in Aktie’ development cooperation; Regien Smit is focusing on ‘Een vergelijkende studie van twee immigranten-Pinksterkerken in Nederland’; and Hanneke Minkjan is working on her project ‘Religieuze producenten en consumenten op de neo-paganistische markt: een antropologisch onderzoek naar individuele religiositeit in Nederland’. All three have started their fieldwork. 

The six PhDs who started in 2004 (Linda vGrassiani van de Kamp, Miranda Klaver, Nguyen Tuan Anh, Ikuya Noguchi, Inge Ruigrok and Tijo Salverda) mostly did fieldwork in 2006. Linda van de Kamp is working on ‘Brazilian Pentecostalism in Mozambique: exploring the transnational dimensions of Pentecostal conversion in Maputo’. Miranda Klaver’s project is ‘Conversion and commitment in the Netherlands: a seeker church and a charismatic church compared’. Nguyen Tuan Anh is studying ‘The role of kinship in village community – a case study in Quynh doi village, Quynh luu district, Nghe an province, Vietnam’. Ikuya Noguchi is working on ‘The Culture Politics of Pentecostalism in East Asia: A Comparative Study of the Yoido Full Gospel Church in Korea and Japan’. Inge Ruigrok’s project is ‘Negotiating governance: politics, decentralization and cultural ideology in post-war Angola’, and Tijo Salverda is working on ‘Transnational networks linking Mauritius, South Africa and France: an anthropological study of Franco-Mauritian trading networks’.

In 2006, 19 PhD candidates were working at SCA. Those not mentioned above are Erella Grassiani, Johan Roeland, Bram Büscher and Malte Stokhof. Their projects are:

-Erella Grassiani: ‘Reasoning on Moral Issues in Non-conventional Conflict: Israeli Soldiers’ Views on Moral Dilemmas’.

Johan Roeland: ‘Identiteit en religiositeit onder Nederlandse evangelicale jongeren’.

-Bram Büscher: ‘The politics and governance of linking conservation and development in Southern Africa: a study on the transnationalization of the conservation-development discourse with a special focus on the Maloti-Drakensberg Transfrontier Conservation Area between South Africa and Lesotho’.

-Malte Stokhof: ‘Transforming Local Identities in a Transnational Muslim Context: Descendants of Javanese Immigrants in Communist Vietnam’.

Former PhD candidates whose graduations are forthcoming are Jeffrey Schwerzel, Kim Knibbe, Aysegül Cil and Rhea Hummel. Their projects:
-Jeffrey Schwrzel: ‘NATO security culture: an anthropological analysis of institutional (dis)trust’.

-Kim Knibbe: ‘Changing religious repertoires and moral practices in the southern part of Limburg, the Netherlands’.

-Aysegül Cil: ‘Entitlements, Conflicts and Negotiated Co-management: Urban Development and Sustainable Resource Management in the Coastal Region of the Bodrum Peninsula, Turkey’.

-Rhea Hummel: ‘Veranderende levensbeschouwelijke taal bij Nederlandse kunstenaars’.

The department is delighted to have all these PhD candidates around, and is proud to have obtained such a high percentage of external funding for their projects. We will continue to search for such funding and simultaneously do our best to facilitate and support the candidates we are currently hosting – and in the meantime enjoy and benefit from their scientific and personal input.
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Educational activities

If you think education is expensive – try ignorance.

Derek Bok, president of Harvard University 

SCA offers both a Bachelor’s (BSc) and a Master’s (MSc) programme in social and cultural anthropology. The Bachelor’s programme offers a broad introduction to the field, emphasizing the interconnections between cultural dimensions (existential, symbolic, meaning-focused) and social dimensions (social and economic relations, stratifications and transformations, policies and politics). Students learn to apply their awareness of social and cultural differences and varieties in current societal and global problematiques. This provides them with the knowledge, skills and attitudes that are crucial in contemporary societies, and prepares them for the department’s Master’s programme.

The Bachelor’s programme offers a range of courses on development questions, political anthropology, ethnicity and identity, symbols and rituals, history and theories of anthropology, gender and sexuality, and ICT. Also, various research training courses are provided. Finally, the programme includes introductions to the social sciences in general, methodological courses, global history, and writing and presentation skills. 
Nearly all courses in 2006 were evaluated as ‘good’ or ‘very good’. In total, 15 students were awarded their BSc in 2005/2006.

In the English-language Master’s programme in social and cultural anthropology, the quest for human security – our main research topic – takes central stage. As in the Bachelor’s, the intertwinedness of social and cultural dimensions plays an important role. Thus, as in the departmental research, both physical and existential dimensions are included. Physical security concerns aspects of economic, ecological, social and physical well-being, which are generally associated with the fields of development, livelihood and governance – the traditional domain of social anthropology. The cultural, cognitive, emotional, religious and symbolic dimensions of HS are subsumed under the concept of ‘existential’ security. They refer to processes of signification, which are traditionally the realm of cultural anthropology. 

The department also provides a one-year pre-Master’s course (PMC) for students who apply for our Master’s but have thematic, disciplinary or methodological deficiencies. Like the Master’s, the PMC is in English.

The Master’s programme is offered both full time and part time. The full-time programme takes one year. During the first four months, students follow compulsory courses on human security. The first two months provide an in-depth introduction. During the subsequent two months, the students choose between two parallel courses: one emphasizes social approaches and the other cultural approaches to the field. Simultaneously, the students prepare for their three-month period of fieldwork. After their fieldwork, they attend writing seminars and are supervised by individual staff tutors.

Of the students who started in September 2004 and were still enrolled in 2006 (23 full-time students), one obtained her diploma in 2006 (making a total of 21) and one is continuing her studies. Of the part-time students who enrolled in 2004 (eight starters), three obtained their diploma in the academic year 2005/2006, and two are continuing their studies.

 In the Master’s cohort of September 2005, 30 students started; 25 of them obtained their Master’s in the academic year 2005/2006 and 2 are likely to finish soon. One of the students switched to the Research Master’s programme offered by the Faculty, and one opted to continue in the part-time modality. 


In September 2006, 28 students started the full-time and 5 started the part-time Master’s course. At the time, seven students in total were still in the part-time Master’s (five starters from 2005, and two from 2004). 

Eleven students participated in the PMC of 2005/2006; of these, ten obtained their PMC certificate and started the Master’s proper. One student from the 2004 cohort obtained the certificate and will start the Master’s in 2007. The cohort 2006/2007 again comprises 11 students. 

The department is eager to invest in internationalization. Both the PMC and the Master’s programme had foreign students enrolled in their classes (three in the PMC, eleven in the Master’s). Also in our Bachelor’s programme, four classes are taught in English in order to facilitate foreign exchange students. Approximately 25 foreign students participated in our English-language Bachelor’s courses.
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Publications by staff and PhD candidates

The mania about computing research output, is itself the disease it pretends to cure.

Freely rendered from Karl Kraus
-It’s a sign!

-But what’s it a sign of? Said an elderly man

who had been camping out in the square for three days.

-What do you mean, of? It’s a sign!, said the wooden-legged man. 

It don’t have to be a sign of anything. That’s a suspicious kind of question to ask, what’s it a sign of.
Terry Pratchett: Small Gods
‘Publish or perish’ continues to be the jingle of current academic life. The SCA department has always taken a critical stand towards the often monomaniac, quantity-obsessed and English-language-biased criteria for measuring people’s success as a researcher. One sometimes gets the feeling that we are caught in a logic in which ‘a hen is only an egg’s way of making another egg’ (Samuel Butler). Nonetheless, the Department supports the idea of a solid check on scholar’s performance – which is why we try to do good research and publish about it in English-language refereed outlets, as well as produce other output. After all, ‘a man can do what he wants. But he can’t want what he wants’, as Arthur Schopenhauer remarked. Thus, the Department aims to conduct high-quality, socially relevant, theoretically innovative and empirically rich research. This materializes first and foremost in the contents of the research outcomes, as well as in the fact that staff members comply with the Faculty’s minimum norm for output. Publishing in internationally refereed journals is much valued, but we also foster a varied, broader-spectrum research output. Anthropologists’ output performance, we believe, should also include their achievements in other areas. We – like the research school CERES, for instance – value publishing monographs, in local languages, in edited volumes, or in journals in other international languages like French, Spanish, Portuguese and the like.


Additionally, the Department values (but does not make compulsory) staff participation in national research schools as a vehicle for cross-disciplinary and cross-university collaboration and exchange. Most programme members/Department staff are members of CERES (KNAW-accredited national Research School for Resource Studies for Development; http://ceres.fss.uu.nl/). Also most PhD students are members, and participate in CERES courses. Most of them belong to CERES Working Programme (WP) 7, ‘Cultures, Identities, Religions’. André Droogers was chair of WP7 until September 2005; Lorraine Nencel is now in the WP7 management team. 

Some staff members of the Department of SCA are members of the Amsterdam School for Social Science Research (ASSR; http://www2.fmg.uva.nl/assr/news/index.html, KNAW accredited). Relations with this research school have intensified since Birgit Meyer started her full-time appointment at the Department. 

In the context of all these networks, various exchanges and organizational initiatives take place, and many PhD students take courses there. 

On scientific proof:

There is a story about a man who claimed to be Napoleon. Of course everybody laughed at him, and his psychiatrist tried to cure him. But he insisted on his mental sanity, and challenged everybody that he would take the test on a polygraph, a lie detector. Eventually they connected him to this polygraph and asked him the question: ‘Are you Napoleon?’ His answer was: ‘No’. On the polygraph display it read: ‘He lies’. 
Despite decreasing research FTEs in recent years, SCA has increased its number of refereed international publications. Practically all programme participants are fellows of the Faculty’s graduate school CCSS, which means that they comply with the Faculty’s minimum output criterion. This substantial growth in output has not been accomplished by just a few: almost the whole Department contributed to making the input-output ratio as satisfactory as it is today.

Below is a list of the publications by SCA staff members and PhD candidates. The titles are divided into refereed and non-refereed books/edited books; refereed and non-refereed articles; refereed and non-refereed book contributions; dissertations; inaugural lectures; internal and external reports; and book reviews. All are 2006 publications, unless stated otherwise. 

The following figures substantiate the claim about the progress in refereed research output (dissertations and PhD student’s research input are excluded; refereed publications include articles, book contributions, monographs and editorships – figures may differ from the Faculty’s METIS-outcomes, due to differences in classifications). 

	Year
	Number of refereed publications
	FTE research input
	Average refereed publications per 1.0 FTE input

	2003
	41
	5.27
	7.1

	2004
	31
	4.87
	6.4

	2005
	53
	4.12
	12.9

	2006
	64
	4.02
	15.9


5.1 Books/edited books, refereed

As long as an author merely relates events or traces the slight deviations of a conscience, 

we can suppose him to be omniscient...

but when he descends to the level of pure reason, 

we know he is fallible. Reality is inferred from events, not reasoning.
Jorge Luis Borges: El primer Wells, otras inquisiciones
Maurice Bloch

L’anthrologie Cognitive a l’Epreuve du Terrain, Paris: Fayard.

Freek Colombijn

Paco-paco (kota) Padang: Sejarah sebuah kota di Indonesia pada abad ke-20 dan penggunaan ruang kota (translated from the English), Yogyakarta: Ombak.

Thomas Hylland Eriksen (ed.)

Normalitet (Normality), Oslo: Universitetsforlaget. 

Thomas Hylland Eriksen (ed.)

Trygghet (Security), Oslo: Universitetsforlaget.

Thomas Hylland Eriksen

Engaging Anthropology, The Case for a Public Presence, Oxford: Berg.

Birgit Meyer & Annelies Moors (eds.)

Religion, media and the public sphere, Bloomington: Indiana. 

Stephen Hughes & Birgit Meyer (eds.)

Mediating Religion and Film in a Post-Secular World (special section of Postscripts: The Journal of Sacred Texts and Contemporary Worlds), London: Equinox.

Oscar Salemink, Halleh Ghorashi; Marja Spierenburg (eds.)

The transnational construction of local conflicts and protests (special section of Focaal, European Journal of Anthropology), Oxford/New York: Berghahn Publishers.

Saskia Sassen

Territory, Authority, Rights: from Medieval to Global Assemblages, Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 

Saskia Sassen

Cities in a World Economy, Thousand Oaks, CA: Pine Forge Press. 

5.2 Books/edited books, non-refereed

Freek Colombijn, Martine Barwegen, Purnawan Basundoro, and Johny Alfian Khusyairi (eds.; 2005)

Kota lama, kota baru: Sejarah kota-kota di Indonesia sebelum dan setelah kemerdekaan/Old city, new city: The history of the Indonesian city before and after independence, Yogyakarta: Ombak. 

Sander Griffioen & Roel Kuiper (eds.)

Proceedings International Symposium Ethics: Persons, Practices and Society (Hoeven, 15-19 August, 2005) in special issue Philosophia Reformata 71(1), Soest: Centre for Reformational Philosophy.

Anton van Harskamp, Miranda Klaver, Johan Roeland, and Peter Versteeg (eds.)

Playful Religion: Challenges for the Study of Religion, Delft: Eburon. 

Saskia Sassen

Sociology of Globalization, New York: W.W. Norton.

Saskia Sassen and Kexian Huang

Ke ren? Wai ren?: Qian yi zai Ou Zhou (Guests and Aliens), Taibei Shi: Ju liu tu shu you xian gong si.

Saskia Sassen (with Robert Latham; eds.)

Digital Formations: IT and New Architectures in the Global Realm, Princeton, NM: Princeton University Press. 

Joan van Wijk

Sun, Sea and Sharks. Prostitution, Tourism and Gender in Ambergris Caye, Belize, Amsterdam: VU University.
5.3 Articles, refereed 

One of the symptoms of approaching nervous breakdown 

is the belief that one’s work is terribly important. 

If I were a medical man, I should prescribe a holiday to any patient 

who considered his work important. 

Bertrand Russell: The conquest of happiness
J. Abbink

Discomfiture of democracy? The 2005 election crisis in Ethiopia and its aftermath, in: African Affairs 105 (2), pp. 1-27.

J. Abbink

Reconstructing Haberland reconstructing the Wolaitta: writing the history and society of a former Ethiopian kingdom, in: History in Africa 33, pp. 1-15.

Ellen Bal (with Kathinka Sinha-Kerkhoff)

British Indians in Colonial India and in Surinam A Tale of Transnational Identification and Estrangement, in: Focaal, European Journal of Anthropology 47, pp. 105-119.

Lenie Brouwer

Dutch Moroccan websites: a Transnational imagery?, in: Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 32 (7), pp. 1153-1169.

Lenie Brouwer

Giving voice to Dutch Moroccan girls on the Internet, in: Global Media Journal 5(9), online journal.

Atkinson, D. and Bram Büscher

Municipal Commonage and Implications for Land Reform: A Profile of Commonage Users in Philippolis, Free State, South Africa, in Agrekon 45 (4), pp. 437-466

Thomas Hylland Eriksen

Cultural Contagion in a New Key, in: Ethnos 71 (2), pp. 265-272.

Sandra Evers (with Martina van den Haak, Inga Lingnau, Nandl Lokhorst, Carolien Pronk)

Lois 
bandonee et pratiques locales: Conflit de 
bandonees
 dans la gestion foncière à Madagascar, in Taloha, revue scientifique internationale des civilisations 16 – 17 September 2006, pp. 187-200.

Sandra Evers (with Martina van den Haak, Inga Lingnau, Nandl Lokhorst, Carolien Pronk)

National Legislation and Local Practices: Competing Jurisdictions in Land Management in Madagascar, in Taloha, revue scientifique internationale des civilisations, 16-17 September 2006, pp. 201-212.

Sandra Evers

Expropriated from the Hereafter: The Fate of the Landless in the Southern Highlands of Madagascar, in Journal of Peasant Studies 33 (3), pp. 413-444.

Henri Gooren

Religious Market Theory and Conversion: Towards a New Approach, in Exchange 35 (1), pp. 39-60.

Anton van Harskamp

Met God aan hun kant: Angst en agressie in de politisering van het amerikaanse fundamentalisme, in Tijdschrift voor Theologie 46 (3), pp. 265-289.

Dick Kooiman

Hierarchy and Mobility: states and castes in colonial India, in Asiatische Studien/Etudes Asiatiques, Zeitschrift der Schweizerischen Asiengesellschaft/Revue de la Société Suisse-Asie LX (3), pp. 635-661.

Dick Kooiman

The Guns of Travancore or how much powder may a Maharaja blow away?, in The Indian Economic and Social History Review 43 (3), pp. 301-323.

Birgit Meyer

Religious Remediations. Pentecostal Views in Ghanaian Video-Movies, in Postscripts: The Journal of Sacred Texts and Contemporary Worlds 1 (2/3), pp. 155-181.

Birgit Meyer (with Stephen Hughes)

Guest Editors’ Preface, in Postscripts: The Journal of Sacred Texts and Contemporary Worlds 1 (2/3), pp. 149-153.

Birgit Meyer

Religious Revelation, Secrecy and the Limits of Visual Representation, in: Anthropological Theory 6 (3), pp. 431-453.

Oscar Salemink

Changing rights and wrongs: The transnational construction of indigenous and human rights among Vietnam’s Central Highlanders, in Focaal, European Journal of Anthropology 47, pp. 32-47.

Ton Salman

Narrow Margins, Stern Sovereignty: Juxtaposing Transnational and Local Features of Bolivia’s Crisis, in Focaal, European Journal of Anthropology 47, pp. 62-76.

Ton Salman

The Jammed Democracy: Bolivia’s Troubled Political Learning Process, in Bulletin of Latin American Research 25 (2), pp. 163-182.

Saskia Sassen

When National Territory is Home to the Global: Old Borders to Novel Borderings, in New Political Economy 10 (4), pp. 523-541.

Saskia Sassen

Digging in the Penumbra of Master Categories, in British Journal of Sociology 56 (3), pp. 401-403.

Marjo de Theije

Local protest and transnational Catholicism in Brazil, in Focaal, European Journal of Anthropology 47, pp. 77-89

Marjo de Theije

Religião e transformações urbanas em Recife, Brasil, in Ciencias Sociales y Religión / Ciências Sociais e Religião 8, pp. 63-84.

Peter Versteeg

Marginal Christian Spirituality: An Example from a Meditation Group, in Journal of Contemporary Religion 21 (1), pp. 83-97.

Peter Versteeg

A Prophetic Outsider: Experience and the Boundaries of Meaning in a Local Vineyard Church, in Pneuma 28 (1), pp. 72-88

Peter Versteeg

Meditation and Subjective Signification: Meditation as a Ritual Form in New Christian Spirituality, in Worship 8 (2), pp. 121-39.

5.4 Articles, non-refereed

Jan Abbink

Äthiopien: Prager Frühling in Addis, in Der Überblick 42 (3), pp. 46-49.

Jan Abbink

Van religieuze tolerantie naar politiek conflict? De Soefi Islam verliest terrein in Ethiopië, in ZemZem (Leiden) 2 (3), pp. 92-97 and 168-169.

Edien Bartels

Feministisch antropologen en deelname aan het maatschappelijk debat, in LOVA Nieuwsbrief 27 (1), pp. 13-18.

Edien Bartels

Les abandons forces au Maroc: les femmes 
bandonees et des enfants au pays d’origine, in Cahiers du centre d’Études des Mouvements Migratoires Maghrébins (CEMMM) Mai (8), pp. 419-433.

Lenie Brouwer

Les Sites Internet des jeunes néerlandais d’origine marocaine, in Cahiers du Centre d’Etudes des Mouvements Migratoires Maghrébine (CEMMM): ‘Migration maghrébine. Enjeux actuels et Contentieux. Actes du colloque international’ 8, pp. 113-121.

Lenie Brouwer

Antropologen en het maatschappelijk debat, in LOVA, Tijdschrift voor feministische antropologie 27 (1), pp. 18-21.

Bram Büscher

De kunst van geld uitgeven voor het milieu, in Vice Versa 40 (5).

Bram Büscher

Gemeenschappelijk bezit biedt allerarmsten laatste kans, in Vice Versa 40 (4).

Bram Büscher

Opmars Sectorbenadering niet te stoppen, in Vice Versa 40 (3).

Bram Büscher

De Kracht van Lokale Initiatieven, in Vice Versa 40 (2).

Freek Colombijn

Planning and social tension in Indonesian cities, in Global bioethics; Problema di bioetica [special issue: Political ideology, identity, citizenship: anthropological approaches, edited by Giuliana B. Prato] 19, pp. 73-84.

Freek Colombijn

Waarom een villa moeilijker te slopen is dan het Jan-Pieterszoon Coen-monument. Sociale veranderingen in de Indonesische stad tijdens de dekolonisatie, in Leidschrift, Historisch tijdschrift 21 (2), pp. 91-107.

Thomas Hylland Eriksen

We leven veel te snel – zonder gaten in de tijd staan we met een enorme snelheid stil, in NRC Handelsblad 23/24 December 2006, pp. 15.

Henri Gooren

Rede en geloof zijn niet elkaars tegengestelden, in Trouw, 15 December 2006, pp. 7.

Henri Gooren

Boerkaverbod maakt boerka populairder, in NRC Handelsblad 29 November 2006, pp. 9. 

Henri Gooren

Nieuwe Mens Ortega gebruikt alle kerken, in Trouw, 16 November 2006,

pp. 6-7.

Henri Gooren

Van guerrillaleider tot devoot katholiek: De nieuwe Ortega gebruikt alle kerken in Nicaragua, in LA Chispa, December 2006 (323), pp. 18.

Henri Gooren

De bekeringscarrières van nieuwe moslims in Nederland, in Psyche en Geloof 17 (1), pp. 11-21.

Henri Gooren

Bekering als vorm van westerse cultuurkritiek, in Wereld en Zending 35 (2), pp. 23-38.

Henri Gooren

Apocalyptiek en de groei van de mormoonse kerk in Midden-Amerika, in Wereld en Zending 35 (1), pp. 33-47.

Henri Gooren

Verbod op boerka maakt boerka juist populair: Bekering tot de Islam is niet anders dan bekering tot een pinksterkerk, in Centraal Weekblad 54 (5), pp. 10.

Linda van de Kamp

Mama Mosambiki, in De Groene Amsterdammer 130 (27), pp. 30.

Birgit Meyer

Religion and Capitalism, in The Guardian, December 2006 – Wiser Review 2 (South Africa), pp. 10-11

Tuan Anh Nguyen (with Nguyen Bich Hoa)

Nghiên cứu bước đầu về mối quan hệ giữa thời gian chung sống và mức độ mâu thuẫn vợ chồng trong gia đình trẻ (Husband-wife contradiction in young family from a survey in Hanoi), in Tạp chí Gia đình và Trẻ em (Journal of Family and Children) 3 (1), pp. 14-16.

Inge Ruigrok

Angola sneller ontwapend, in Internationale Samenwerking 5, pp. 18.

Oscar Salemink

Một vài suy nghĩ về những người thợ thủ công, nghệ sĩ và trị thức văn hóa trong điều kiện thị trường (Some reflections on artisans, artists, and cultural knowledge in market conditions), in Di sản văn hóa: Cơ quan ngôn luận về bảo vệ và phát huy di sản văn hóa (Cultural heritage: discussion forum on the conservation and development of cultural heritage) 3 (16), pp. 52-55.

Regien Smit

Bidden en werken, in Open Deur 30 (6), pp. 2-4.

Regien Smit

Religie op de werkplek: last of lust?, in Theologisch Debat 3 (2), pp. 52-59.

Marjo de Theije

Het belang van de onderzoeker, in In de Marge, Tijdschrift voor levensbeschouwing en wetenschap 15 (3), pp. 33-36.

Marion den Uyl

Vrijdag de 13e, in LOVA, Tijdschrift voor Feministische Antropologie 27 (2), pp. 106-110.

Peter Versteeg

De Alpha-cursus: Een laagdrempelig missionair initiatief, in Ouderlingenblad 957, pp. 25-28.

Joan van Wijk

Romance Tourism on Ambergris Caye, Belize – The Entanglement of Love and Prostitution, in Etnofoor XIX (1), pp. 71-89.

5.5 Book contributions, refereed

J. Abbink

Warfare in Africa: reframing state and ‘culture’ as factors of violent conflict, in: Otto, H. Thrane & H. Vandkilde (eds.): Warfare and Society: Archaeological and Social Anthropological Perspectives, Aarhus, Aarhus University Press, pp 261-271.

J. Abbink

Kinship and society among Surmic-speaking peoples in Southwest Ethiopia: a brief comparison, in S. Uhlig et al. (eds.): Proceedings of the XVth International Conference of Ethiopian Studies, Aethiopistische Forschungen 65, Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, pp. 5-14.

J. Abbink

Ethiopia, in: A. Mehler, H. Melber & K. van Walraven (eds.): Africa Yearbook 2005: Politics, Economy and Society South of the Sahara, Leiden – Boston: Brill Academic Publishers, pp. 297-308

Edien Bartels 

Women, gender and domestic space: Western Europe, in: Suad Joseph: Encyclopedia Women & Islamic Cultures, Volume 4, Economics, Education, mobility and Space, Leiden: Brill. 

Edien Bartels and Martijn de Koning

For Allah and myself, in: Perta Bos, Wantje Fritschy (eds.): Morocco and the Netherlands. Society, Economy, Culture, Amsterdam: VU University Press, pp. 146-156. 

Maurice Bloch

Teknonymy and the evocation of the ‘Social’ among the Zafimaniry of Madgascar, in: 

G. vom Bruck and B. Bodenhorn (eds.): The Anthropology of Names and Naming, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, pp 97-114. 

Maurice Bloch

Deference, in: Jens Keinath, Jan Snoek and Michael Stausberg (eds.): Theorizing Rituals: Classical Topics, Theoretical Approaches, Analytical Concepts, Leiden: Brill. 

Maurice Bloch

Que especie de ser e que os anthropologos assumem estudar – O exemplo da Compreensao do Tempo, in Rui Fausto e Rita Marnoto (eds.): Tiempo e Ciencia, Lisbon: Gradiva

Lenie Brouwer (with Sil Wijma)

De zin en onzin van forumdiscussies op Marokkaanse websites, in: J. de Haan en C. van ’t Hof (eds.): De digitale generatie, Amsterdam: Boom (with SCP, the Rathenau Instituut, and NWO (‘programma Maatschappij en Electronische Snelweg’), in the series Jaarboek ICT en samenleving 2006, pp. 109-122. 

Lenie Brouwer

The meaning of Moroccan websites: a new social space, in: P. Bos and W. Fritschy (eds.): Morocco and the Netherlands; Society, Economy, Culture, Amsterdam: VU University Press, pp. 156-163. 

Freek Colombijn

(2005) Dried-up dragon’s blood and swarms of bees’ nest collectors: Non-timber forest products in Sumatra 1600-1870, in: Peter Boomgaard, David Henley & Manon Osseweijer (eds), Muddied waters: Historical and contemporary perspectives on management of forests and fisheries in island Southeast Asia, 259-278, Leiden: KITLV Press.
Thomas Hylland Eriksen

Diversity versus difference, in: Richard Rottenburg et al.: The making and unmaking of difference, Bielefeld: Transaction, pp. 13-36. 

Henri Gooren

Towards a New Model of Religious Conversion Careers: The Impact of Social and Institutional Factors, in: Wout J. van Bekkum, Jan N. Bremmer, & Arie Molendijk (eds.): Paradigms, Poetics and Politics of Conversion, Leuven: Peeters, pp. 25-40

Henri Gooren

De betovering van bekering: Westerse cultuurkritiek onder nieuwe Nederlandse moslims, in: Geert Mommersteeg & Ton Robben (eds.): Een handvol kolanoten: Antropologische opstellen aangeboden aan Wouter van Beek, Maastricht: Shaker, pp. 173-190

Birgit Meyer & Annelies Moors

Introduction, in: Birgit Meyer & Annelies Moors (eds.): Religion, Media and the Public Sphere, Bloomington: Indiana University Press, pp. 1-28.

Birgit Meyer

Impossible Representations. Pentecostalism, Vision, and Video Technology in Ghana, in: Birgit Meyer & Annelies Moors (eds.): Religion, Media and the Public Sphere, Bloomington: Indiana University Press, pp. 290-312.

Brian Larkin & Birgit Meyer

Pentecostalism, Islam and Culture: New Religious Movements in West Africa, in: Emmanuel Akyeampong (ed.): Themes in West African History, Oxford/ Athens (Ohio)/ Accra: James Currey/ Ohio University Press/ Woeli Publishing Services, pp. 286-312.

Nguyen Tuan Anh

Vai trò dòng họ trong đời sống kinh tế hộ gia đình nông thôn (The role of kinship relations in the peasant household economy in a Northern Vietnamese village), in: Vu Hao Quang (ed.): Gia đình Việt Nam – Quan hệ, Quyền lực và Xu hướng biến đổi (Vietnamese family – relations, powers and transitional tendencies), Hanoi: Đại học Quốc gia Hà Nội (Vietnam National University, Hanoi]), pp. 233-253.

Oscar Salemink

Translating, interpreting and practising civil society in Vietnam: A tale of calculated misunderstandings, in: David Lewis and David Mosse (eds.): Development Brokers and Translators: The ethnography of aid and agencies, Bloomfield CT: Kumarian Press, pp. 101-126.

Saskia Sassen

The Embeddedness of Electronic Markets: the Case of Global Capital Markets, in: Karin Knorr Cetina and Alex Preda (eds.): The Sociology of Financial Markets, Oxford, New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 17-37.

Saskia Sassen

Disenar la Ciudad y los Centenarios in Tiempos de Globalización y Desasosiego, in: Margarita Gutman (ed.): Construir Bicentenarios, Argentina, Buenos Aires: Observatorio Argentina, The New School, pp. 371. 

Saskia Sassen

Globalization after September 11, in: Marc Edelman and Angelique Haugerud (eds.): The Anthropology of Development and Globalization: from Classical Political Economy to Contemporary Neoliberalism: Malden, MA: Blackwell Publications.

Robert Latham and Saskia Sassen 

Digital Formations: Constructing an Object of Study, in: Robert Latham and Saskia Sassen (eds.): Digital Formations: IT and New Architectures in the Global Realm, Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 

Saskia Sassen 

Electronic Markets and Activist Networks: the Weight of Social Logics in Digital Formation, in: Robert Latham and Saskia Sassen (eds.): Digital Formations: IT and New Architectures in the Global Realm, Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 

Theije, Marjo de

Transnationalism in Surinam: Brazilian Migrants in Paramaribo, in: R. Gowricharn (ed.): Caribbean Transnationalism. Migration, Socialization, and Social Cohesion, Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, pp. 117-135.
5.6 Book contributions, non-refereed

Freek Colombijn

Sign of the times: Symbolic change around Indonesian independence, in: Peter J.M. Nas and Annemarie Samuels (eds.): Hypercity: The symbolic side of urbanism, London, Bahrein, New York: Kegan Paul, pp. 113-144. 

Freek Colombijn, Martine Barwegen, Purnawan Basundoro, and Johny Alfian Khusyairi 

Pendahuluan, in: Freek Colombijn, Martine Barwegen, Purnawan Basundoro, and Johny Alfian Khusyairi (eds.): Kota lama, kota baru: Sejarah kota-kota di Indonesia sebelum dan setelah kemerdekaan/Old city, new city: The history of the Indonesian city before and after independence, Yogyakarta: Ombak, pp. x-xxxii.

Martine Barwegen and Freek Colombijn

Renting houses in Indonesian cities, 1930-1960, in: Freek Colombijn, Martine Barwegen, Purnawan Basundoro, and Johny Alfian Khusyairi (eds.): Kota lama, kota baru: Sejarah kota-kota di Indonesia sebelum dan setelah kemerdekaan/Old city, new city: The history of the Indonesian city before and after independence, Yogyakarta: Ombak, pp 521-536. 

Freek Colombijn

The urban soundscape in Indonesia, in: Muhamad Hisyam et al. (eds.): Sejarah & dialog peradaban: Persembahan 70 tahun Prof. Taufik Abdullah, Jakarta: Lembaga Ilmu Pengetahuan Indonesia, pp. 153-161. 

André Droogers

The Third Bank of the River: Play, Methodological Ludism and the Definition of Religion, in: Anton van Harskamp et al. (eds.): Playful Religion: Challenges for the Study of Religion. Essays by André Droogers and Peter B. Clarke, Grace Davie, Sidney M. Greenfield, Peter Versteeg, Delft: Eburon, pp. 75-96 (Reprint of: The Third Bank of the River: Play, Methodological Ludism and the Definition of Religion, in: J.G. Platvoet and A.L. Molendijk (eds.), The Pragmatics of Defining Religion: Contexts, Concepts and Contents. Leiden: Brill, 1999, pp. 285-313.)

André Droogers

Paradoxical Views on a Paradoxical Religion: Models for the Explanation of Pentecostal Expansion in Brazil and Chile, in: Anton van Harskamp et al. (eds.): Playful Religion: Challenges for the Study of Religion. Essays by André Droogers and Peter B. Clarke, Grace Davie, Sidney M. Greenfield, Peter Versteeg, Delft: Eburon, pp. 47-73 (Reprint of: Paradoxical Views on a Paradoxical Religion: Models for the Explanation of Pentecostal Expansion in Brazil and Chile, in: H.B. Boudewijnse, A.F. Droogers and F.H. Kamsteeg (eds.), More than Opium: An Anthropological Approach to Latin American and Caribbean Pentecostal Praxis. Lanham: Scarecrow, 1998, pp. 1-34.)

André Droogers

Identity, Religious Pluralism and Ritual in Brazil: Umbanda and Pentecostalism, in: Anton van Harskamp et al. (eds): Playful Religion: Challenges for the Study of Religion. Essays by André Droogers and Peter B. Clarke, Grace Davie, Sidney M. Greenfield, Peter Versteeg, Delft: Eburon, pp. 27-45 (Reprint of: Identity, Religious Pluralism and Ritual in Brazil: Umbanda and Pentecostalism, in: Jan Platvoet and Karel van der Toorn (eds.), Pluralism and Identity: Studies in Ritual Behaviour. Leiden, New York, Köln: E.J. Brill, 1995, pp. 91-113.)

André Droogers

The Normalization of Religious Experience: Healing, Prophecy, Dreams and Visions, in: Anton van Harskamp et al. (eds.): Playful Religion: Challenges for the Study of Religion. Essays by André Droogers and Peter B. Clarke, Grace Davie, Sidney M. Greenfield, Peter Versteeg, Delft: Eburon, pp. 9-26 (Reprint of: The Normalization of Religious Experience: Healing, Prophecy, Dreams, and Visions, in: Karla Poewe (ed.), Charismatic Christianity as a Global Culture. Colombia, South Carolina: University of South Carolina Press, 1994, pp. 33-49.).

André Droogers

Met homo ludens op zoek naar de uitweg, in: Sander Griffioen (ed.): Een weg gaan, Overwegingen commentaren uit West en Oost, Budel: Damon, pp. 39-47. 

André Droogers

A Prospective Epilogue – The Power of the Spirit and the Spirit of Power, in: André Droogers, Cornelis van der Laan and Wout van Laar (eds.): Fruitful in this Land: Pluralism, Dialogue and Healing in Migrant Pentecostalism, Zoetermeer and Geneva: Boekencentrum and WCC, pp. 159-171. 

Thomas Hylland Eriksen

Outsourcing the welfare state, in: n.d.: Art of Welfare, Oslo: OCA, pp. 87-96. 

Anton van Harskamp

Geloof in de school? Zekerheden en onzekerheden over religieuze vorming, in: Miedema, S. (ed.): Religie in het onderwijs: Zekerheden en onzekerheden van levensbeschouwelijke vorming, Zoetermeer: Meinema, pp. 81-110.

Anton van Harskamp, Miranda Klaver, Johan Roeland, Peter Versteeg

Afterwords: An interview with André Droogers on play and religion, in: Droogers, André and Clarke, Peter B., Davie, Grace, Greenfield, Sydney M., Versteeg, Peter: 

Playful Religion: Challenges for the study of religion, Delft: Eburon, pp. 151-161. 

Anton van Harskamp

Introduction: On play, imagination, and the study of religion, in: Droogers, André and Clarke, Peter B., Davie, Grace, Greenfield, Sydney M., Versteeg, Peter: Playful Religion: Challenges for the Study of Religion: Delft: Eburon, pp. 1-8.

Anton van Harskamp

Religieuze ruis: Over de wedergeboorte van het religieuze, in: Dillen, Annemie/Pollefeyt, Didier (eds.): God overal en nergens? Theologie, pastoraal en onderwijs uitgedaagd door ‘sacraal reveil’, Leuven/Voorburg: Acco, pp. 25-50.

Birgit Meyer

Prayers, Guns and Ritual Murder; Power and the Occult in Ghanaian Popular Cinema, in: James Kiernan (ed.): The Power of the Occult in Africa, Berlin: LIT, pp. 185-205.

Oscar Salemink

Op zoek naar verdwenen familieleden, in: Kees van Teeffelen (ed.): Te gast in Vietnam: Reisimpressies, achtergrondartikelen, praktische tips, Nijmegen: Informatie Verre Reizen, pp. 8.

Peter Versteeg

Playing Religion? Experience, Meaning and the Ludic Approach, in: Anton van Harskamp, Miranda Klaver, Johan Roeland and Peter Versteeg (eds.): Playful Religion: Challenges for the Study of Religion, Delft: Eburon, pp. 97-108. 

5.7 Dissertations

On 23 November, Henk Haenen successfully defended his thesis Afrikaans denken – Ontmoeting, Dialoog en frictie; een filosofisch onderzoek (Amsterdam, VU University). His supervisor (promotor) was Prof. Sander Griffioen.

On 1 December, Alexander Claver successfully defended his thesis Commerce and capital in colonial Java – Trade fiancé and commercial relations between Europeans and Chinese, 1820s-1942. Supervisor Prof. Heather Sutherland; co-supervisor Dr J.Th. Lindblad

5.8 Internal and external Reports

Jan Abbink 

Final Report on the ‘Regional expert meeting Horn of Africa 1’, of DPRN-CERES, held in Utrecht. It appeared as DPRN Report no. 19 of the Development Policy Review Network – African Studies Centre, Utrecht/Leiden, and is available at the DRPN website: http://dprn.fss.uu.nl/index.php?page=publications
Edien Bartels, Kim Knibbe, Martijn de Koning, and Oscar Salemink 

Cultural identity as a key dimension of human security in Western Europe: The Dutch case, for the ‘Center for Peace and Human Security, Sciences Po’, http://www.peacecenter.sciences-po.fr/, in Paris, appearing as UNESCO publication on ‘Human Security in Europe’, edited by Peter Burgess. 

Daniëlle Koning and Edien Bartels 

Jong, Slim en Gewild?, published by VU uitgeverij, for the project ‘Bouwen aan Sociale Cohesie in Amsterdam’, edited by Denise Pronk, under the auspices of Vereniging VU/Windesheim.

Inge de Jong and Edien Bartels 

Moskeeorganisaties actief in Slotervaart, published by VU uitgeverij, for the project ‘Bouwen aan Sociale Cohesie in Amsterdam’, edited by Denise Pronk, under the auspices of Vereniging VU/Windesheim.

Sanneke Quist and Edien Bartels

‘Lafferbooij’ in Amsterdam Slotervaart, published by VU uitgeverij, for the project ‘Bouwen aan Sociale Cohesie in Amsterdam’, edited by Denise Pronk, under the auspices of Vereniging VU/Windesheim.

Tjitske Holtrop and Edien Bartels 

Jong en Marokkaan in Amsterdam, published by VU uitgeverij, for the project ‘Bouwen aan Sociale Cohesie in Amsterdam’, edited by Denise Pronk, under the auspices of Vereniging VU/Windesheim.

Wieteke Nijntjes, Sil Wijma and Lenie Brouwer 

Identiteitsontwikkeling en integratie via Marokkaans-Nederlandse discussieforums, in the same setting.

5.9 Book reviews

If you give me six lines written by the most honest man, 

I will find something in them to hang him. 

Cardinal Richelieu

Jan Abbink

Review of P. Bahta Okbazghi: Survival on the Edge: the State, Squatters and Urban Space in Eritrea, Tilburg: University of Tilburg (PhD thesis 2006), in: NVAS Nieuwsletter 9(2), pp. 12-13. 

Jan Abbink

Review of L. Hammond: This Place will Become Like Home. Refugee Repatriation to Ethiopia (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2004), in: Journal of Contemporary African Studies 24 (1), pp. 139-141.

Bram Büscher

Review of Roderick Neumann: Making Political Ecology (London: Hodder Arnold, 2005), in: Development and Change 37, pp. 5. 

Edien Bartels

Review of Tuomas Martikainen: Immigrant Religion in local Society: Historical and Contemporary Perspectives in the City of Turku (ÄBO Akademis Förlag- ÄBO Akademi University Press, 2004), in: Journal of Contemporary Religion 21(3), pp. 208-211. 

Freek Colombijn

Review of David B. Dewitt and Carolina G. Hernandez (eds.): Development and security in Southeast Asia (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2003, 3 volumes), in: Bijdragen tot de taal-, land- en volkenkunde, 162 (1), pp. 143-145.

Freek Colombijn

Review of Wim Ravesteijn en Jan Kop (eds.): Bouwen in de archipel; Burgerlijke Openbare Werken in Nederlands-Indië en Indonesië 1800-2000 (Zutphen: Walburg Pers, 2004), in: Bijdragen tot de taal-, land- en volkenkunde 162 (2), pp 355-357.

Thomas Hylland Eriksen

Review of Peter Metcalf: Anthropology: The Basics (London/New York: Routledge, 2005), in: Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 12(3), pp. 707-708. 

Thomas Hylland Eriksen

Review of Josip Llobera: Foundations of national identity (Oxford: Berghahn, 2005), in: Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 12, pp 350-351. 

Henri Gooren

Review of Luis Pedraja: Teología: An Introduction to Hispanic Theology (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2003), in: Exchange 35(3), pp. 338-339. 

Henri Gooren

Review of Armand L. Mauss: All Abraham’s Children: Changing Mormon Conceptions of Race and Lineage (Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2003), in: Journal of Contemporary Religion 21(3), pp. 412-414.

Henri Gooren

Review of Richard K. Fenn: The Blackwell Companion to Sociology of Religion (Oxford: Blackwell, 2001), in: Exchange 35(2), pp. 251-253. 

Sander Griffioen

Review of Lambert Zuidervaart: Artistic Truth. Aesthetics, Discourse and Imaginative Disclosure (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004), in: Philosophia Reformata 71(2), pp 202-205.

Sander Griffioen

Review of Marcel Sarot & Wessel Stokers (eds.): Religion and the Good Life (Assen: 

Van Gorcum, 2004), in: Radix 32(2), pp. 116-119.

Anton van Harskamp

Review of Hempelmann, R. u.a.: Panorama der neuen Religiosität: Sinnsuche und Heilsversprechen zu Beginn des 21. Jahrhunderts (Gütersloh: Gütersloher Verlagshaus, 2005), in: Tijdschrift voor Theologie 46(2), pp. 204.

Anton van Harskamp

Review of Fechtner, K. u.a.: Handbuch Religion und Populäre Kultur (Stuttgart: Kohlhammer, 2005), in Tijdschrift voor Theologie 46 (2), pp. 204-205.

Anton van Harskamp

Review of Oropeza, B.J. et al.: The Gospel according to superheroes: Religion and popular culture (New York: Peter Lang, 2005), in: Tijdschrift voor Theologie 46(3), pp. 316-317.

Dick Kooiman

Review of Stewart Gordon: Robes of Honour: khil’at in pre-colonial and colonial India (New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2003), in: The Indian Economic and Social History Review 43(2), pp. 262-264.

Dick Kooiman

Review of John M. Hobson: The Eastern Origins of Western Civilisation (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004), in: Tijdschrift voor Geschiedenis 119(1), pp 104-105.

Inge Ruigrok

Review of Steward Lloyd-Jones and António Costa Pinto: The Last Empire: Thirty Years of Portuguese Decolonization (Bristol and Portland: Intellect Books, 2003), in: H-Net Reviews (available at http://www.h-net.msu.edu; online publication).

Ton Salman

Review of Silvia Nagy-Zekmi & Fernando Leiva (eds.): Democracy in Chile – The Legacy of September 11, 1973 (Brighton/Portland: Sussex Academic Press, 2005), in: Revista Europea de Estudios Latinoamericanos y del Caribe 81, pp. 127-128.

Ton Salman

Review of Noel Castree, Neil M. Coe, Kevin Ward and Michael Samers: Spaces of Work: Global Capitalism and Geographies of Labour (London/Thousand Oaks/New Delhi: Sage), in: Anthropological Theory 6(2), pp 259-261.

Joan van Wijk

Review of Tanya Telfair Sharpe: Behind the eight ball: Sex for crack cocaine exchange and poor black women (New York: Haworth Press, 2005), in: Medische Antropologie, 18(2).

6

Other research-related activities 

Anthropologists need – and want – to publish, preferably in refereed outlets. But they also express and demonstrate their professionalism by presenting papers and lecturing beyond the confines of their home courses, by supervising PhD projects, by writing reports on specific issues, requested by others, through press contacts and by organizing national and international events. After all, ‘Anyone can do any amount of work provided it isn't the work he is supposed to be doing at the moment’ (Robert Benchley). The following is a selection of these and similar activities performed by our staff and PhD candidates.

6.1

One of the activities performed by the SCA staff in order to foster research is the organization or co-organization of national and international congresses, conferences, seminars and workshops, both within and outside our faculty and our department. In 2005, various staff members were involved in such activities. The following is an overview.

Jan Abbink was co-organizer of a study day on the Horn of Africa. It was held by the Development Review Policy Network, at the ASC in Leiden, 9 November 2006.

Ellen Bal was panel organizer (with Erik de Maaker, University of Leiden) of ‘Tribes of Mind, Exploring, Contesting and Redefining Notions of Tribe’ at the 19th European Conference on Modern South Asian Studies, Leiden (NL), 27-30 June 2006. She was also panel organizer (with Kathinka Sinha-Kerkhoff) of ‘Coping Strategies, Alliances and Alienation between and among “Have” and “Have-not” Youths in South Asia’ at the same conference. 

Additionally, she organized a workshop with Kathinka Sinha-Kerkhoff (Asian Development Research Institute; ADRI), on ‘Youth and Human Security in Bangladesh, Jharkhand, Assam and Meghalaya’ at the Asian Development Research Institute Ranchi, India, 27-28 March 2006.

Edien Bartels was member of the ‘Comité scientifique du colloque international Migration maghrébine. Enjeux actuels et Contentieux’, an international meeting that took place on 24-25 November 2005 in Oujda, Morocco, hosted by the Université Mohammed I; Centre d’Étude des Mouvements Migratoires Maghébins. She was also in ‘Comité scientifique du colloque international Les relation euro-africaines et la problématique de l’migration maghrébine et sub-saharienne’, which took place on 9-10 November of that same year, also in Oujda/Morocco and hosted by the same university.

She organized and participated in the presentations of student research of the Slotervaart Project at the city council of Slotervaart-Amsterdam, and again for the immigrant organizations of the cadre of the research project Bouwen aan Sociale Cohesie, on 29 March. 

She organized and participated in a workshop at the Wiardi Beckman Academy, titled ‘Muslims in Europe’, on 21 April 2006. The title of the presentation was Polderislam: identiteit gezocht (Polder Islam: Looking for identity). The workshop was held at Kontakt der Kontinenten, Soesterberg.

Freek Colombijn organized the international meeting ‘The decolonisation of the Indonesian city (1930-1960) in (Asian and African) comparative perspective’, KITLV, Leiden, 26-28 April.
Bram Büscher co-organized (with CIS-VUA and the Centre for Environment, Agriculture and Development of the University of KwaZulu Natal) an international regional workshop on the ‘Identification and Testing of Innovative SLM Approaches by Communities in the Drylands of Africa’, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa, 4-8 September.

Thomas Hylland Eriksen co-organized an international workshop titled ‘Responses to insecurity’ at EASA 2006 (Bristol, UK, 23-25 September), with Oscar Salemink.

He also organized the national seminar ‘Trygghet’ (Security), Oslo, 8-9 February. Furthermore, he organized the national meeting ‘Normalitet’, Oslo, 16-17 January. Finally, he co-organized (with Kristin Gjesdal) the international workshop ‘Herder and Anthropology’, Oslo, 29-30 May. 
Sandra Evers co-organized (with Marja Spierenburg and Harry Wels) the panel ‘Discourse and Land: Nature Conservation and Travelling Technology’ at the international CERES Summer School, Wageningen (NL), 26-28 June. She also was involved in the organization of a workshop entitled ‘Partages d’expériences sur la Méthode Accélérée de Recherche Participative’, in collaboration with the University of Antananarivo, 27-28 November 2006.

Anton van Harskamp co-organized (with Miranda Klaver, Johan Roeland and Peter Versteeg) the conference ‘Strangers in the Sanctuary: Religie en haar onderzoekers’, VU University, 23 June. He also co-organized (with Wesley Kort and A.W. Musschenga) the national workshop ‘Wat is een religieus persoon? (Autobiography and Religious Identity)’, VU University Amsterdam, 24 October.

Sander Griffioen co-organized (with Dr G.J. Buijs) the international symposium on the occasion of his retirement, 29 June.

Martijn de Koning co-organized (with MOI) the national workshop ‘Religious minorities in the Middle East and Migration’, Utrecht, 7 December.

Birgit Meyer co-organized (with Charles Hirschkind) the international conference ‘Media Technologies, Sensory Experience, and the Making of Religious Subjects’, University of Amsterdam, 30 March - 1 April.

 
She also organized the final, international conference of the Pioneer programme, University of Amsterdam, 28-30 June. Additionally, she organized the international panel ‘Religion and Politics’ for the African Studies Association UK, which was organized on behalf of the International African Institute (IAI), 11-13 September.

Johan Roeland co-organized (with Anton van Harskamp, Miranda Klaver and Peter Versteeg) ‘Strangers in the Sanctuary: Religie en haar onderzoekers’ – the farewell symposium that was held for André Droogers,VU University, 23 June. 
Oscar Salemink co-organized (with Thomas Hylland Eriksen) ‘Responses to insecurity: Securitisation and its discontents’, a panel at the EASA Biennial conference ‘Europe and the World’, Bristol, 18-21 September.

Ton Salman co-organized (with Koen de Munter, Ghent University) the panel ‘Aproximaciones político-antropológicas a las ‘revoluciones’ sociales en la Bolivia actual: lo andino como perspectiva liminal sobre la mundialización’ at the international Congreso Internacional de Americanistas no. 52 (ICA), Seville, 17-21 July. 

Marjo de Theije co-organized (with Cecília Mariz) the workshop ‘Religion and Dislocations: Comparative Studies’ within the framework of the Paulo Freire Programme (VUA/UERJ/UFRGS/UFPE/UFMG) research group on religion, UERJ Auditório PPCIS, Rio de Janeiro, 4-6 September.
Peter Versteeg co-organized (with Anton van Harskamp, Miranda Klaver and Johan Roeland) ‘Strangers in the Sanctuary: Religie en haar onderzoekers’, VU University Amsterdam, 23 June.

6.2

Another activity performed by staff members in 2006 was the presentation of papers or lectures / guest lectures at national or international conferences, congresses and workshops. Presentations at conferences and workshops are crucial to share with others the results or provisional results of ongoing research, and to obtain comments and suggestions to improve the presentation of these outcomes.

Jan Abbink: International diplomacy and Eritrean politics, a talk for the international conference ‘Empowering people, civil society and the diaspora in the Horn of Africa’, 11 March 2006, organized by DIR consultants & Hadish Tesfa Network, Amsterdam, VU University.

Ellen Bal: conference paper entitled One more tribe in Transition: Identity Formation among the Garos of Bangladesh, at the international workshop Towards an Understanding of the Changing Hill Societies of Northeastern India, University of Leiden (NL), 31 March - 1 April. She also gave a guest lecture on The Construction of a Tribe at the Asian Development Research Institute, Ranchi (India), 3 January. 
Edien Bartels with Kim Knibbe, Martijn de Koning and Oscar Salemink, at the EASA conference in Bristol, UK, 18-21 September 2006: Responses to insecurity, cultural identity as a key dimension of human security; The Dutch case. 


Also: Bouwen aan Sociale Cohesie in Amsterdam (The Construction of Social Cohesion in Amsterdam), a research presentation given to the Chamber of Commerce’s Knowledge Circle Amsterdam, VU University, 14 June. The event was attended by Ahmad Abutaleb, member of Amsterdam’s City Council.

Furthermore, Gendered forced remigration and women’s agency, at the conference The Paradoxes of Cultural Recognition in Europe, VU University, 11-12 October. 
She gave a paper with the title ‘Remigration forcé des Femmes et des Filles’ at the Colloque international Les relations euro-africaines et la problématique de l’migration maghrébine et sub-saharienne, Université Mohammed I - Centre d’Étude des Mouvements Migratoires Maghébins, Oujda (Morocco), 9-10 November.


Additionally, Culture, Identity and Performance at ‘Iftiin Transnational Seminar Empowerment Through Cultural Performances by European Ethnic Women, Congrescentrum Leeuwenhorst, Noordwijkerhout (NL), 13 May. The event was organized by Pharos Utrecht and FSAN Amsterdam. 

Bram Büscher: The Politics and Anti-Politics of Transfrontier Commons in Southern Africa: Towards Cooperative Transfrontier Governance?, at the Eleventh Biennial Global Conference of The International Association for the Study of Common Property (IASCP), titled ‘Survival of the Commons: Mounting Challenges & New Realities’, Bali (Indonesia), 19-23 June.
Freek Colombijn: A racial checkerboard, or a play of kings, bishops, and pawns? From racial to social segregation in Indonesian cities, The decolonisation of the Indonesian city (1930-1960) in (Asian and African) comparative perspective, KITLV, Leiden (NL), 28 April.
Thomas Hylland Eriksen presented a whole series of papers: a) Nations in cyberspace, the Ernest Gellner lecture 2006, at the London School of Economics, in March; b) Outsourcing the welfare state, at the Serpentine Gallery, London, 27 January; c) Acceleration and modernity, at the meeting Time and Society, University of Groningen, 21-22 April; d) The public face of anthropology, at the Norwegian Anthropological Association Meeting, Trondheim, 4 May; e) Globalisation and security, at the University of Norrköping, 9 May; f) The art of hospitality, Stavanger, 19 September; g) The future of the novel, at the meeting Memories of Modernity, Durban, 16 November; h) Mapping the field, at the Fast and Slow congress at the VU, 23 November; i) Identity without politics, Department of Ethnology, Stockholm University, 30 November, j)The personal and the collective in the past, University of Lund, 7 December; and k) Creolisation: A critical discussion, University of Lund, December r). 
Sandra Evers, at the Periphery & Policy Conference (Truro, Cornwall (UK), 21 - 22 April) a paper titled People on the Edge: Frontier Politics and Poverty in Madagascar.

She also presented (in collaboration with four Master’s students), at the congress Les frontières de la question foncière: Enchâssement social des droits et politiques publiques/ At the frontier of land issues: Social embeddedness of rights and public policy (17-19 May, Montpellier, France), two papers: 1) The Meaning of Land in Identity Formation and Consolidation in the Extreme Southern Highlands of Madagascar; and 2) National Legislation and Local Practices: Competing Jurisdictions in Land Management in Madagascar.
Finally, at the Discourse and Land: Nature Conservation and Travelling Technology panel at the CERES Summer School, Wageningen, 26-28 June: Travelling technologies in land management: Importing land registry concepts into the local forum in Madagascar.

Erella Grassiani: The phenomenon of Breaking the Silence in Israel: ‘witnessing’ as consciousness-raising strategy of Israeli ex-combatants at the conference Moral Dimensions of A-symmetrical Warfare, Amsterdam, 1-3 December.
Sander Griffioen gave his valedictory lecture, on 29 June, with the title Een weg gaan.
Anton van Harskamp: New Forms of Christian, American Fundamentalism at the Griph Colloquium on Fundamentalism, Rijksuniversiteit Groningen, 29 March. 
Martijn de Koning: Dreaming in Dutch - Tolerance and Conflict in Dutch Society at the international workshop Islam, European Societies, and the ‘Carriers’ of National Identities, Universität Frankfurt-Oder (Germany), 24 - 25 February. 

Also: Religious beliefs, practices and experiences of Moroccan Muslim youth in the Netherlands, at the symposium Spiritualiteit en secularisatie, Kampen (NL), 12 May. 

Finally, Bits of Identity. Moroccan Muslim Youth on the Internet. Workshop Radboud University Islam on the move, also at the symposium Spiritualiteit en secularisatie, Kampen (NL), 12 May.

Dick Kooiman: Harnessing Ceremonial for Political Security: a Indian princely state on the verge of extinction, 19th European Conference on Modern South Asian Studies, Leiden (NL), July.
Kim Knibbe (with Oscar Salemink, Edien Bartels and Martijn de Koning): Cultural identity as a key dimension of Human Security: the Dutch Case, EASA conference, Bristol (UK), 18-21 September.

Birgit Meyer: Religious Sensations. Protestantism, Power and Media in Ghana, at the conference Media Technologies, Sensory Experience, and the Making of Religious Subjects, University of Amsterdam, 30 March - 1 April. 

Also: Pentecostal Aesthetics. Picturing the Sacred and the Question of Awe, at the conference organized by the Media, Religion, Culture Project, Basel, 10-12 July.

She also presented Religion in Ghana’s Public Sphere: the Public Performance of Pentecostalism, at the panel Religion and Politics in Africa, ASA-UK conference, London, 11-13 September.


Special lectures were Pentecostalism and the Cosmopolitization of everyday life in Africa at the ASA Jubilee Conference 2006, title Cosmopolitanism and Anthropology, 12 April, as a Plenary Panel Lecture.

Another one was The Pentecostal Aesthetic and the Spirit of Modern Consumerism, a Princeton Distinguished Lecture in Religion and Global Culture, Centre for the Study of Religion, Princeton University, 26 April.

And yet another one was Modern Mass Media, Religion, and the Dynamics of Distraction and Concentration, which was the concluding lecture of the final conference of the Pioneer research programme ‘Modern Mass Media, Religion and the Question of Community’, Amsterdam School for Social Science Research (ASSR), University of Amsterdam, 30 June.


Finally, there was the inaugural lecture: Religious Sensations. Why Media, Aesthetics and Power Matter in the Study of Contemporary Religion, VU University Amsterdam, 6 October.
Hanneke Minkjan: Mythical Identities in Dutch Neo-paganism, at the international workshop on Strange Convergences; Performance and Performativity in Fantasy Game Cultures, The Gothic Milieu and Pagan Spirituality, Meertens Institute, Amsterdam, 27-28 April.
She also gave a lecture about her research project at the Meertens Institute in Amsterdam on 6 November.
Tam Ngo: The short-waved Faith: Christian Broadcastings and the Transformation of the Spiritual Landscape of the Hmong in Northern Vietnam, at the European Social Science History Conference, Amsterdam, March, and at the ARI 4th graduate workshop on ‘Religion and Technology in Contemporary Asia’, National University of Singapore, January.
Johan Roeland: (Un)doing your own thing. On subjectivization among young Dutch Christians, at the Annual Meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Portland (Oregon), 21 October.

Inge Ruigrok: Globalised justice and political rebuilding in post-war Angola, at the World Congress of the International Political Science Association (IPSA), Fukuoka (Japan), July.
Oscar Salemink presented his inaugural lecture Nieuwe rituelen en de natie: Nederland in de Spiegel van Vietnam, VU University Amsterdam, 9 June. 

Additionally, he presented Socialist, Capitalist and Protestant Conversions of Vietnam’s Central Highlanders, Gothenburg University, 28 April.

 
Next: Embodying the nation: Mediumship, ritual, and the national imagination at the ‘Vietnam Update 2006: Dilemmas in Difference: New Approaches to Ethnic Minorities in Vietnam’, Australian National University, 23-24 November.

 
Furthermore: Policing the commons: a comparison of civil society in Thailand and Vietnam, at the AAA panel ‘NGOs as the left hand of empire?’, which was convened by Nina Glick-Schiller and Don Kalb, San Diego, 15-19 November. 

 
With Edien Bartels, Kim Knibbe, and Martijn de Koning: Responses to insecurity: cultural identity as a key dimension of human security; Responses to insecurity: Securitisation and its discontents, at the panel for the EASA Biennial conference ‘Europe and the World’, Bristol (UK), 18-21 September. 

 
Finally: After the fall: Cosmopolitanism and the paradoxical politics of global inclusion and authenticity (co-authored with Philip Quarles van Ufford), at the ASA Jubilee Conference on ‘Cosmopolitanism and Anthropology’, Keele University (UK), 10-13 April.

Ton Salman: Identity Formation and Violent Conflict in Latin America, at the ISHSS lecture series ‘Culture, Identity & Violence’, Amsterdam, 6 April.

Also: Cultural Echoes in Political Protest - Bolivia’s political protest and its significance for the struggles for democracy, at the panel ‘Aproximaciones político-antropológicas a las ‘revoluciones’ sociales en la Bolivia actual: lo andino como perspectiva liminal sobre la mundialización’, at the international Congreso Internacional de Americanistas no. 52 (ICA), Seville, 19 July.
Tijo Salverda presented his own research, titled The Presence of History, for the staff of the Mahatma Gandhi Institute (MGI), in Mauritius, February.
Regien Smit gave the paper On the move, but standing firm?, at the SSSR Annual Meeting, in Portland (Oregon), 20 October.
Heather Sutherland: Microhistories and Macroprocesses: the family as lens. Chinese, Indo-Europeans and Malays in Makassar, c.1640-2005, at the NICAM 7: Lecture Series); NIOD Amsterdam, 5 April. 


Also: Translating Power: family networks and the role of middlemen in Makassar,17th-19th Century, Seminar Series, Asia Research Institute, Singapore, 15 June. 

Also, The Crisis in World History, as a plenary address to the 16th Biennial Conference of the Asian Studies Association of Australia, Wollongong, 26 June. 

Next, Ethnicity and Identity: shifting borders in 18th-C Makassar, at the ‘Universiti Kebangsaan Seminar Series on Asian History’, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 20 July.


Then: Asia Meets Europe: The Indian Ocean Arena in the 17th and 18th Centuries, Seminar entitled ‘The Easternization of the West: The Role of Melaka, the Malay-Indonesian archipelago and the Dutch (VOC)’, Melaka (Malaysia), 27 July.


Also: World History and Globalization: trans-national trends, local realities, at the Beijing Forum 2006, organized by the Beijing Municipal Government and the University of Peking, titled ‘The Harmony of Civilizations and Prosperity for All - Reflections on the Civilization Modes of Humankind’, Beijing, 26 October.

Also: Performing Personas: Identity in VOC Makassar, at the conference Social Identity & Material Culture in the VOC World, University of Cape Town, 19 December. 

Finally, Retrospect and Prospects: conference evaluation, comments at the conference Social Identity & Material Culture in the VOC World, University of Cape Town, 20 December.

Marjo de Theije: Latin American Studies in the Netherlands: Challenges beyond tradition at the conference of the Latin American Studies Association (LASA), San Juan, Puerto Rico, March 15-18.


She also presented Gold and God: on the relation between prosperity, morality and religion in the gold fields of Suriname at the workshop Religion and Dislocations: Comparative Studies, UERJ, Rio de Janeiro, 4-6 September.


Finally, De Brazilianen stelen al ons goud! Braziliaanse migranten in stad en binnenland, at the IBS Colloquium 2006, named ‘Paramaribo, The City! Nieuwe etnische en sociale dimensies in de hoofdstad’, Het Tropentheater, Amsterdam, 28 October. 
Marion den Uyl: Vanishing Trust. The Story of the Bijlmer Estate, at EASA, Bristol (UK), 18-22 September.


Also (with Lenie Brouwer) Voices of Migrant Girls in a Multicultural neighbourhood, at the meeting ‘The Paradoxes of Cultural Recognition’, Amsterdam, 11-12 October. 

Peter Versteeg: Comparing Changing Liturgies at the seminar ‘The Comparative Method and Multi-Level Approaches’, a symposium of CERES working programme 7, Utrecht (NL), 7 April. 


Also: Nieuwe christelijke spiritualiteit, at the conference ‘Religion and Society, 50th anniversary of the Werkgroep Godsdienstsociologie’, Kampen (NL), 12 May. 

Next, (Re)locating Power in Protestant Liturgy at the meeting ‘The Future of the Religious Past’ (NWO programme), Amsterdam, 26 June. 


Finally, Experiential Liturgies: Ritual and Religious Change in Dutch Protestant Churches, at the SSSR Annual meeting, Portland (Oregon), 19-21 October.

6.3

Another activity performed by staff members was the giving of guest lectures in academic courses outside our own faculty. 

Edien Bartels gave a guest lecture for the students of the Faculty of Social Sciences of the VU University, at a meeting about Islam organized by the students’ faculty union (EOS), and combined this with an excursion to the El Aya Sofia Mosque in Amsterdam, on 18 January. 


She gave another guest lecture about the Qur’an, on 30 January, about female interpretations of the Qur’an, for the Zina work group, a project group in De Balie (debating centre Amsterdam), organized by Via Via Antropologen, EOS Antropologie and the Zina work group.

Finally, she gave a guest lecture in the framework of the ‘VU star debate’, titled ‘Zelfprofilering van Moslims… religieus of cultureel?’, on 2 March. 
Freek Colombijn gave a lecture titled ‘De betekenis van raciale scheidslijnen in de laat-koloniale samenleving’, for a course ‘Nascholing Geschiedenisleraren’, at the Universiteit Leiden, on 22 September.
Thomas Hylland Eriksen gave a full PhD course at the University of Barcelona, 3-7 April, with the title ‘Globalisation and reciprocity’.


He gave a full BA course titled ‘Globalisation and Latin America’, in Cienfuegos, Cuba, 25 February - 6 March.

He gave a lecture ‘Art and the politics of identity’ at the North Norwegian Academy of Art, 9 February.

He gave a lecture ‘The ethnification of politics’ at Oslo University College, 23 March.

He lectured on ‘Beyond nationalism’ at Malmö University College, 19 October.

Finally, he gave a lecture on ‘Music and identity’ at Oslo College of Music, 27 October. 

Sandra Evers gave a lecture at INALCO CEROI (Centre d’Etude et de Recherche sur l’Océan Indien Occidental) in Paris, on 8 March, for the course: ‘Histoire et Civilisations de l’Océan Indien. Lecture’, titled ‘Histoire de l’esclavage dans l’Océan Indien’.

Also at INALCO CEROI (Centre d’Etude et de Recherche sur l’Océan Indien Occidental) in Paris, on 24 May, in the same course, she gave a lecture titled ‘L’esclavage aux Seychelles’.

Finally, at the same course, she presented ‘L’esclavage à Madagascar’.

Erella Grassiani gave a lecture on ‘Fieldwork experiences’ at the VU Amsterdam, 2 February.
Sander Griffioen was responsible for a series of guest lectures (total 18 hours), from October to December, for the International Master’s in Christian Studies, at the Department of Philosophy, VU University.
Linda van de Kamp gave research presentations for students of Sociology (11 May) and of History (7 November) at the University Eduardo Mondlane in Mozambique, and to students of Theology at the Theological Seminar of Ricatla in Mozambique (5 October).
Birgit Meyer gave the lecture ‘Religie en moderniteit in de niet-westerse wereld’ for the course ‘Religie Nu’, University of Amsterdam, 26 September.

She also lectured on ‘African Film: Text and Context’ for the Research Master’s in African Studies, Africa Studies Centre, Leiden University, 20 and 23 November

Finally, she lectured on ‘Media en culturele identiteit’ for the Interfacultaire Cursus Ontwikkelingsvraagstukken, VU University, 30 November
Tam Ngo was invited to give a lecture titled ‘Issues of Cultural Renovation and Preservation: The Hmong in Contemporary Vietnam’, St. Cloud State University, Minnesota, 15 March.

Ton Salman gave the lecture ‘Sociale bewegingen: theorie en methode’, CEDLA Amsterdam, 27 January.

At a SCW course (VU) he gave the lecture ‘The relative nature of universal judiciary law’ (28 February).

On 12 November, he gave a lecture at the Election Information Meeting of Casa Migrante, for Latin American residents and voters, Amsterdam.

Finally, at the CERES PhD introduction course, he gave the lecture ‘Studying Identity’, Utrecht, 10 April. 

Regien Smit gave the lecture ‘On the move, but standing firm?’, SSSR Annual Meeting, Portland (Oregon), 20 October.

Peter Versteeg gave a lecture on ‘Victor Turner’ for the Classics course, Utrecht University, 12 June. 

He also lectured on ‘Alternatieve spiritualiteit’ for the Esoterisch Christendom course, Luce (Instituut voor Theologische Vorming), Utrecht, 3 November.

6.4

Another activity of staff members was their involvement as supervisor / co-supervisor of PhD projects, either within or outside the SCA department. 

Jan Abbink was involved in the following projects as supervisor:

– (Supervisor since 2003) Bayleyegn Tasew, MA, Addis Ababa University (WOTRO funded): ‘Metaphors of Peace and Violence in the Folklore Discourse of Southwest Ethiopian Peoples: a Comparative Study’. Graduation expected in 2007.

– (since March 2000) Hénoké Courte: ‘The Social Organization of Begging: A Study of Street Life in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia’. Graduation expected in 2007.

– (since 2004) Inge M. Ruigrok (VU University; WOTRO funded): ‘Negotiating Governance: Culture, and Decentralization in post-war Angola’. Graduation expected in 2008.

– (since 2004) Tijo S. Salverda (VU University): ‘Transnational networks linking Mauritius, South Africa and France: an anthropological study of Franco-Mauritian trading networks’.

Graduation expected in 2008.

– (since early 2005) Erella Grassiani (VU University): ‘Reasoning on Moral Issues in Non-Conventional Conflict: Israeli Soldiers’ Views on Moral Dilemmas’. Graduation expected in 2008.

– (since early 2005) Jeffrey Schwerzel (VU University): ‘NATO security culture: An anthropological analysis of institutional (dis)trust’. Graduation expected in 2008.

Ellen Bal was co-supervisor of:

– Priscilla Koh, ‘Vietnam’s Familiar Strangers- Narratives of returning Overseas Vietnamese and the symbolic construction of homeland and nation’ (supervision with Prof. Oscar Salemink, VU) (as from July 2006)

– Jantine Messing, ‘Migration and Material Culture. The Domestic Interiors of Surinamese Hindustanis and Their Descendants in the Netherlands’ (with Prof. Mario Rutten, UvA, and Dr Hester Dibbits, Meertens Instituut Amsterdam).
Edien Bartels is co-supervisor of:

– Martijn de Koning, Religieuze beleving van Marokkaanse jongeren in Gouda. (Search for a ‘true’ Islam: the quest for identity among Dutch Moroccan Muslim Youth). Prof. A. Droogers, VU University, 2007.

– Rachid Toutouh: ‘The women’s question and civil society in Morocco’, Fatima Sadiki, University of Fez, graduation end 2007/beginning 2008.

Freek Colombijn was co-supervisor of:

– Ota Atsushi: ‘Changes of regime and social dynamics in West Java: Society, state and the Outer world of Banten, 1750-1830’ (supervisor Prof. J.L. Blussé van Oud Alblas). Graduated at Universiteit Leiden: 15-12-2005.

André Droogers is co-supervisor (with Anton van Harskamp) of:

– Johan Roeland: ‘Identity Formation of Evangelical Youth in the Netherlands’, new title: ‘From Salvation to Selfation? Subjectivization among Dutch Christian Youngsters’. Graduation expected in: 2008. 

André Droogers is supervisor of (all at the VU):

– Miranda Klaver: ‘Conversion and Life in the Spirit: Recruitment, Initiation, Participation and Disaffiliation in New Evangelical Churches within the Secularised Context of the Netherlands’. Graduation expected in: 2009.

– Hanneke Minkjan: ‘Religious Producers and Consumers on the Neo-Pagan Market: An Anthropological Research of Individual Religiosity in the Netherlands’. Graduation expected in: 2010.

– Regien Smit: ‘Een vergelijkende studie van twee migranten-Pinksterkerken in Nederland’. Graduation expected in: 2010. 

– Rhea Hummel: ‘Veranderende levensbeschouwelijke taal bij Nederlandse kunstenaars’. Graduation expected in: 2007. 

– Kim Knibbe: ‘Changing religious repertoires and moral practices in the southern part of Limburg, the Netherlands’. Graduation early 2007.
– Linda van de Kamp: ‘Brazilian Pentecostalism in Mozambique: exploring the transnational dimensions of Pentecostal conversion in Maputo’. Graduation expected in: 2009.
– Ikuya Noguchi: ‘The Culture Politics of Pentecostalism in East Asia: A Comparative Study of the Yoido Full Gospel Church in Korea and Japan’. Graduation expected in: 2008.

– Martijn de Koning: ‘Religieuze beleving van Marokkaanse jongeren in Gouda’. Graduation expected in: 2006.

– João Rickli: ‘Symbolic, Material and Personal Exchanges between Dutch and Brazilian Actors through Kerkinactie’s Network’, at the VU, graduation in 2009.
André Droogers is also a member of the supervision committee of:

– Marten van der Meulen (Faculteit der Godgeleerdheid): ‘Church and civil society in a new suburb’.
Sandra Evers is co-supervisor of:

– drs. Tijo Salverda: ‘Transnational networks linking Mauritius, South-Africa and France: an anthropological study of Franco-Mauritian Trading Groups’. Estimated graduation year: 2008.

– drs. Jeffrey Schwerzel: ‘NATO security culture: An anthropological analysis of institutional (dis)trust’. Estimated graduation year: 2008.

Thomas Hylland Eriksen is supervisor of:

– Marisa d’Mello (University of Oslo): ‘Indian software industry and social mobilities’. Graduation expected in: 2006.

– Marta Cecilia Ruiz Muriel: ‘Social representations and self-perceptions of Colombian and Peruvian migrant sex workers in Ecuador’. Graduation expected in: 2009, at the VU University. Co-supervisor: Dr Lorraine Nencel.
Sander Griffioen supervised:

– H.J. Haenen, ‘Afrikaans denken’, who graduated on 23 November, at SCW-SCA.

Sander Griffioen supervises:

– B.G. Kreiter, ‘Philosophy as Weltanschauung in Trendelenburg, Dilthey and Windelband’; with R.J. Munk (VU), D. Paetzold (University Groningen); graduation expected in May 2007, at the VU. 

Anton van Harskamp supervises:

– Johan Roeland: ‘Identity Formation of Evangelical Youth in the Netherlands’, new title: ‘From Salvation to Selfation? Subjectivization among Dutch Christian Youngsters, with André Droogers. Graduation expected in: 2008. 

– K. van der Velde; , project on ‘pragmatheïsm and new religiosity’, at the VU University; graduation in 2009. 

– Cors Visser; ‘Evangelicalen en civil society’ with G. Buijs en R. Kuiper (Erasmus University); at the VU University; finishing in 2008.

Anton van Harskamp co-supervises (with André Droogers):

– Janine Verdonk: ‘Religieuze individualisering en maatschappelijke participatie: Een bijdrage aan de cultureel-antropologische en sociologische studie naar de antroposofische beweging in Nederland (vanaf 1950)’. Graduation expected in 2010, at the VU. 

Birgit Meyer is co-supervisor of:

– Ze de Abreu (ASSR, with Peter van der Veer) ‘Charismatic renewal and media in Brazil’, graduation expected in 2007

– Lotte Hoek (ASSR, with Willem van Schendel) ‘Islam and Film in Bangladesh’, graduation expected in 2007 or early 2008

–Marleen de Witte, ‘Religion and media in Ghana’ (ASSR, with Peter Geschiere), graduation expected in 2007

– Nienke Muurling, ‘Mande global family networks’ (ASSR, with Peter Geschiere), graduation expected in 2008

– Caco Verhees, ‘Women and Islam in Senegal and Paris’ (ISIM, with Annelies Moors), graduation expected in 2007

– Rhoda Woets, ‘Palette of power relations and the boundaries of globalisation: contemporary artists in Ghana’, (VU), graduation expected in 2011.

Birgit Meyer was co-supervisor of:

– Francio Guadeloupe (with P. Geschiere), ‘Chanting Down the New Jerusalem. The Politics of Belonging on Saint Martin and Sint Maarten’, at the University of Amsterdam, 11-1-2006

– Martijn Oosterbaan (with Michiel Baud), ‘Divine Mediations, Pentecostalism, Politics and Mass Media in a Favela in Rio’, University of Amsterdam, 10-5-2006

– Rachel Spronk (with Peter Geschiere), ‘Ambiguous Pleasures. Sexuality and New Self-definitions in Nairobi’ (cum laude), University of Amsterdam, 7-6-2006

Oscar Salemink is supervisor of:

– Scott Dalby (VU University), Cosmopolitanising and Politicising Falun Gong Membership and Practices: Processes of incorporation and discipline of non-Chinese in the transnational Falun Gong society, graduation in 2011.

– Priscilla Koh (VU University), Vietnam’s Familiar Strangers – Narratives of returning Overseas Vietnamese and the symbolic construction of homeland and nation, graduation in 2011.

– Patcharin Lapanun (VU University / Chiang Mai University), Transnational Marriage: Negotiation of Local Women and Men in the Rural Northeastern Thai Village, graduation in 2011.

– Malte Stokhof (VU University), Transforming Local Identities in a Transnational Muslim Context: Descendants of Javanese Immigrants in Communist Vietnam, graduation in 2009.

– Tam Ngo (VU University), Transnational Religious Networks and Protestant Conversion among the Hmong in Northern Vietnam, graduation in 2011.

– Tuan Anh Nguyen (VU University / Vietnam National University), The role of kinship in a village community: A case study in Quynh Doi village, Quynh Luu district, Nghe An province, Vietnam, graduation in 2010.

– Markus Vorpahl (VU University – external), Doi Moi in the Village – Continuous Creation of the Village and Social Organisation in Times of National Reform and Transformation in Vietnam. The Example of a Village in the Red River Delta, graduation in 2011.
Oscar Salemink is co-supervisor of:

– Hai, Tran Sy (Wageningen Agricultural University), Adapting participatory monitoring and evaluation (PM&E) method to farmer field schools (FFS) in soil-plant management at field and landscape levels

– John ter Horst (VU University), Khmer Diaspora Ties and Processes of Ethnicization in Cross-Border Silk Trade in the Greater Mekong Region
– Huong, Nguyen Thi Thu (University of Amsterdam), Rape and Gender in the Transitional Context of Vietnam
– Lam, Nguyen Tran (University of Amsterdam), Rural Change and Emerging Epidemics in the Vietnam’s Northern Mountain Region
– Joan van Wijk (VU University), Domestic violence in a Mexican tourist area.

Ton Salman is co-supervisor of:

– Lorena Nuñez: Illness and Health: Peruvian Migrants in Chile (working title). Supervisor: Prof. Annemiek Richters, University Leiden. Graduation expected in early 2008.

– Joan van Wijk: Violence in a Mexican Tourist Area. Joint co-supervisors are Lorraine Nencel and Annemiek Richters; supervisor is Oscar Salemink. Graduation expected in 2008.

Saskia Sassen is involved in PhD projects only at the University of Chicago. She directs 17 such projects.

Heather Sutherland is supervisor of:

– Agus Supriyono, ‘Pemogokan Buruh Pelabuahn: Studi Kasus di pelabuhan Semarang antara Tahun 1900-1956’ (Port Worker Strikes: a case study of Semarang 1900-1956’. Graduation expected in 2007.

– Sita van Bemmelen, ‘Batak Women’s Lives: the impact of missions and colonial rule, 1880-1940’ (working title). Graduation in 2008.

Marjo de Theije is co-supervisor of:

– João Rickli: ‘Symbolic, Material and Personal Exchanges between Dutch and Brazilian Actors through Kerkinactie’s Network’ (supervisor: Prof. André Droogers), at the VU, graduation in 2009.
Bernhard Venema is co-supervisor:

– Bram Büscher: ‘The politics and governance of linking conservation and development in Southern Africa: a study on the transnationalisation of the conservation-development discourse with a special focus on the Maloti-Drakensberg Transfrontier Conservation Area between South Africa and Lesotho’. Graduation expected in: 2008.

Peter Versteeg is co-supervisor of:

– Johan Roeland: ‘Identity Formation of Evangelical Youth in the Netherlands’, new title: ‘From Salvation to Selfation? Subjectivization among Dutch Christian Youngsters. Supervisors: Prof. Droogers, Prof. Van Harskamp. Graduation expected in: 2008. 

– Miranda Klaver: ‘Conversion and Life in the Spirit: Recruitment, Initiation, Participation and Disaffiliation in New Evangelical Churches within the Secularised Context of the Netherlands’, new title: ‘Conversion and commitment in the Netherlands: a seeker church and a charismatic church compared’ . Supervisors: Prof. Droogers, Dr Kees van der Kooi. Graduation expected in: 2009.

Hanneke Minkjan: ‘Religious Producers and Consumers on the Neo-Pagan Market: An Anthropological Research of Individual Religiosity in the Netherlands’. Supervisor: Prof. Droogers. Graduation expected in: 2010.

6.5

Yet another activity performed by staff members was participation in graduation and reading committees of publicly defended PhD theses.

Jan Abbink was member of the reading and promotion committee of:

– Petros Bahta Ogbazghi, of the University of Asmara, Eritrea; PhD thesis: Survival on the Edges: the State, Squatters and Urban Space in Eritrea, defended at University of Tilburg. Date of defence: 18 January 2006.

– K. Peters (University of Swansea); PhD thesis: Footpaths to Reintegration: Armed Conflict, Youth and the Rural Crisis in Sierra Leone, defended at Wageningen University. Date of defence: 30 May 2006.

– Henk A. Haenen; PhD thesis: Afrikaans Denken: Ontmoeting, Dialoog en Frictie. Een Filosofisch Onderzoek, defended at the VU University. Date of defence: 23 November 2006

Ellen Bal was in the graduation committee at the PhD defence of:

– Erik de Maaker, ‘Negotiating Life: Garo Death Rituals and the Transformation of Society’, University of Leiden, 30 March.

Edien Bartels was in the graduation committee of:

– Krista Coppoolse, ‘Ziektebeleving van chronisch zieken van Marokkaanse afkomst en morele dilemma’s in de zorgverlening. Een kwalitatieve analyse’ (The experience of sickness of chronically sick Moroccan people and moral dilemmas in care giving. A qualitative analysis). VU University, Amsterdam, 10 January.
Freek Colombijn participated in the reading and graduation committee of:

– Subrata Sankar Bagchi, ‘Social dynamics of the marginalization of population and child labour in Calcutta’, at the University of Calcutta, 2006.

– Alexander Claver: ‘Commerce and capital in colonial Java: Trade finance and commercial relations between Europeans and Chinese, 1820s-1942’, defended at the VU University, 1-12-2006.

Thomas Hylland Eriksen was external examiner/opponent of:

– Kristin Walseth, Norwegian University of Sport Sciences, 18 May.

– Hal Wilhite, University of Oslo, 2 June.

– Mats Bergenhorn, University of Lund, 7 June.

– Valeria Marton, University of Tromsø, 30 August.

– Mirjaliisa Luukarinen Kvist, University of Linköping, 29 September.

Birgit Meyer was on the committees of:

– Esther Peperkamp, ‘Being a Christian. Being the Same Everywhere. Teenagers on religion, Self and Society in Post-Socialist Poland’, University of Amsterdam, 9-2-2006

– Joost Beuving, ‘Cotonou’s Klondike. A Sociological Analysis of Entrepreneurship in the Euro-West African Second-hand Car Trade’, 3-5-2006 

– Basile Ndijo, Feymania: ‘New Wealth, Magic Money and Power in Contemporary Cameroon’, University of Amsterdam, 8-6-2006

– Eric Schubert Ansah, ‘Close Encounters Between Africa and Asia’ at the University of Amsterdam, 7-12-2006

– Ineke de Feijter, ‘The Art of Dialogue. Religion. Communication and Media Culture’, at the VU, 20-12-2006

Oscar Salemink was on the committee of:

– Bent Jörgensen (at Gothenburg University, 28 April 2006), Development and ‘The Other Within’. The Culturalisation of the Political Economy of Poverty in the Northern Uplands of Viet Nam.

– Marie-Anoinette Willemsen (Radboud Universiteit Nijmegen, 22 February 2006), Een pionier op Flores; Jilis Verheijen 1908-1997; Missionaris en onderzoeker.
– Hoang Anh Tuan (University Leiden), 7 December 2006, Silk for Silver: Dutch-Vietnamese relations, 1637-1700.


Ton Salman was on the committee of:

– Sonia Montecino (supervisor Patricio Silva), dissertation: ‘Identidades, mestizajes y diferencias sociales en Osorno, Chile: Lecturas desde la antropología de la alimentación’, University Leiden, 11 October.

Marjo de Theije was on the committee of:

– Natasha Prevost, ‘Fragmented Becoming: A Deleuzian reading of Becoming-Child in Brazil’, Utrecht University, 28 November.
6.6

One recurring activity of anthropologists is fieldwork 
Jan Abbink was in Ethiopia in January-February 2006.

Ellen Bal was in Bangladesh and north-east India in January 2006, for the project ‘Of Dreams and Nightmares: Youth and Human Security in India and Bangladesh’.
Edien Bartels was in Morocco for one week in November, for the projects ‘Dutch Moroccan return migrants’ and ‘Women who have been left behind in their country of origin’. She is in the Slotervaart neighbourhood (Amsterdam) every week. 

Sandra Evers did library research in Paris (March, May, November, each time for a week) for two research projects: ‘Natural Resource Management and Poverty in Madagascar’ and ‘Human Security in the Seychelles’.
Erella Grassiani was in Israel from April to December, to do fieldwork for her PhD project.

Martijn de Koning was in Gouda (NL) in March and April 2006, to work on the Ethnobarometer project.

Linda van de Kamp did fieldwork in Mozambique from 1 January - 12 December, for her PhD project.

Hanneke Minkjan visited the Elf Fantasy Fair in Haarzuilens (NL) in April; the Godinnen Conference in Lochem (29 June - 2 July); the Goddess Conference in Glastonbury (UK), 1-5 August; and various neo-pagan meetings and rituals (where she also did interviews) in the Netherlands, from September to December. All these activities were part of her PhD project ‘Religieuze producenten en consumenten op de neo-paganistische markt’.

Tam Ngo did fieldwork among the Hmong diasporas communities in Wisconsin, Minnesota and California for her PhD dissertation research.

Tuan Ahn Nguyen, for his PhD project ‘The intensification of kinship relations in a Northern Vietnamese villages since economic reform: Economic, Political and Cultural Dimensions’, did fieldwork in Quynh Doi village, Quynh Luu district, Nghe An province, in Vietnam.

João Rickli from September to December did fieldwork at the main office of Kerkinactie, in Utrecht. This is the first part of the fieldwork period of his PhD research ‘Symbolic, Material and Personal Exchanges between Dutch and Brazilian Actors through Kerkinactie’s Network’.

Johan Roeland did fieldwork in Houten (NL) until June, for his PhD project.

Inge Ruigrok, in April, did one month of field work in Angola for her PhD project ‘Negotiating governance: politics, decentralization and cultural ideology in post-war Angola’. She returned to Angola in September (till April 2007), to continue her fieldwork.

Tijo Salverda conducted fieldwork for his PhD project from January until October in Mauritius, South Africa and France.

Regien Smit was in Lisbon from 23 August – 1 September to attend the Igreja Maná World Conference for her PhD project ‘Conversion Careers and Culture Politics’. She also went to Rotterdam (2 September) to visit the ‘Igreja Maná local’ for the ‘VU-ster zwaartepunt Multiculturaliteit en Religieus Pluralisme’.

Marjo de Theije travelled three times to Paramaribo and Antino/Benzdorp, for a total of 8 weeks, in February, July and November, to do fieldwork for her project on Brazilian migrants in Surinam.

Marion den Uyl, for her project ‘Amsterdam Global Village’, paid short visits throughout the year to the Bijlmer neighbourhood (Amsterdam). 
6.7

Many staff members are also a member of the editorial boards of scientific journals 

Jan Abbink is on the boards of about 15 journals and international publishers. He is, for instance, member of the editorial advisory board of journal Annales d’Éthiopie; associate editor of the journal Northeast African Studies, and member of the editorial advisory board of the journal Focaal. European Journal of Anthropology (Berghahn).

Ellen Bal is member of the Editorial Committee of the International Review of Social History (Cambridge University Press) (since September 2006).

Freek Colombijn is in the board of the Journal of the Economic and Social History of the Orient, (Brill).
Thomas Hylland Eriksen is in the board of Ethnos (Oxford), Ethnicities (London) and

Anthropological Theory (New York).

Sandra Evers is member of the editorial board of Kabaro, a peer-reviewed scientific journal on the Social Sciences in South-West Indian Ocean and Southern Africa, published by l’Harmattan and the University of La Réunion.

Anton van Harskamp is member of the board of the Tijdschrift voor Theologie, Nijmegen.

Birgit Meyer is in the boards of Postscripts (New York), Journal of Religion in Africa (Brill), and Pentecostudies (VU). She is also co-editor of Material Religion (Berg).
Oscar Salemink is associate editor of Focaal, European Journal of Anthropology (Berghahn Books, Oxford and New York), and member of the editorial board of the Journal of Southeast Asian Studies (Cambridge University Press).
Ton Salman is member of the Editorial Board of Critique of Anthropology (Sage). 

Marjo de Theije is in the board of AntHropológicas (Recife, UFPE).
Marion den Uyl is in the board of the series Feministische Antropologie ,VU Amsterdam.

Peter Versteeg is Managing editor of the journal PentecoStudies.

6.8

Staff members are also engaged as members of advisory boards, grant-selection juries, and members of the management or board of professional organizations.

Jan Abbink was member of a review board of the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft, Bonn, in November.
Ellen Bal is member of the Academic Committee of the International Institute for Asian Studies (IIAS, Leiden), and board member of the Indo-Dutch Programme on Alternatives in Development (IDPAD, The Hague).

Edien Bartels participated in the expert meeting of the Advisory Committee Foreign Affairs on forced marriages, in Den Haag, 14 March.

Thomas Hylland Eriksen was in the Norwegian Research Council and in the Riksbankens Jubileumsfond (Sweden).

Sandra Evers is member of the Scientific Board of Advice (Wetenschappelijk Raad van Advies) of the African Studies Centre, Leiden, Netherlands. She is also board member of the Netherlands African Studies Association (Nederlandse Vereniging voor Afrikastudies).
Sander Griffioen was member of the Flemish Visitation Committee Philosophy and member of the Visitation Committee of the Universiteit voor Humanistiek. 

Anton van Harskamp is in the Algemeen Bestuur van de Stichting ter Bevordering van de Christelijke Pers in Nederland, and in the Adviesraad Dominicuskerk.
Martijn de Koning is board member of the Dutch Association for the Study of the Middle East and Islam (MOI)

Birgit Meyer is in the NWO programme board of The Future of the Religion Past, and director of the Religion cluster at the ASSR Research School. She is also member and vice-president of the International African Institute (London), member of the international advisory board of the Centre for Religion and Media (NYU), board member of the Culture, Religion, Media project (together with Peter Horsfield, David Morgan and Stewart Hoover) and member of the DFG (Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft) Excellence Initiative Panel in Cultural Studies.

Inge Ruigrok is (September 2006 – present) member of the Board of Trustees of CNNR, the Centre for Netherlands – Nigeria Relations, under the chairmanship of Justice Adolphus Karibi-Whyte (former judge of the UN tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, The Hague); she is (July 2003 – present) adviser to and member of the editorial board of The Power of Culture. The Power of Culture is a virtual networking tool for Dutch organizations working in the cultural sector in developing countries (such as the Prince Clause Fund and Hivos); it was initiated by the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Finally, since January 2003 she has been adviser to and a member of PangeiArt, a cultural association based in Lisbon. PangeiArt initiates and implements interdisciplinary art projects in the ACP countries, especially in Latin America and southern Africa.
Oscar Salemink is member of the board of the International Institute for Asian Studies (IIAS), Leiden; member of the Scientific Committee of the Royal Netherlands Institute of Southeast Asian and Caribbean Studies (KITLV) in Leiden on behalf of the Royal Netherlands Academy of Sciences (KNAW); member of the steering committee of the Centrum Internationale Samenwerking (Center for International Cooperation), at the VU University; and member of the advisory committee to NWO-WOTRO board about future funding programmes.

Ton Salman was in 2006 member of the advisory committee of NWO/Maatschappij- en Gedragswetenschappen, individual projects; member (since 2002) of the directorate of CERES (Research School for Resource Studies for Development); member of the board (since 2004) of NALACS (Netherlands Association for Latin American and Caribbean Studies), and member of the board (until September) of the Dutch Anthropological Association (Antropologen Beroepsvereniging, ABv).
Marjo de Theije is on the board (dagelijks bestuur) of CEDLA (Centre for the Study and Documentation of Latin America and the Caribbean), and member of the management team of Cluster 7 of the Research School CERES.

6.9

Anthropologists also try to obtain grants to do research, to travel to their research areas, and to find time to read, analyse and write up their findings.

Jan Abbink obtained a grant (€ 32,000) from the Amsterdam Institute for International Development (AIID) for a PhD project. 
Edien Bartels obtained, for the research project ‘Migrant organisations and identity formation of Muslim young people in Amsterdam west’, in March 2006, a CCSS (Center for Comparative Social Sciences) fellowship of 1 year 0.2 FTE. 
Scott Dalby obtained a PhD grant at NWO/MaGW – Open Competitie, comprising PhD funding for a 4-year project on Falun Gong. 
Sandra Evers obtained, at ICCO (the Interchurch Organisation for Development Cooperation), a grant of € 19,860 for the Madagascar project (see ‘other activities’).
Martijn de Koning was co-author of the research Programme ‘Salafism: Production, Distribution, Consumption and Transformation of a Transnational Ideology in the Middle East and Europe’, which received a NWO subsidy. Main applicants were Profs. Motzki, Tayob and van Bruinessen. 

Tam Ngo obtained a SEASSI tuition fee fellowship for a summer language course at the University of Madison, Wisconsin; she also won a WOTRO scholarship, and an additional grant for her PhD research at the Amsterdam Institute for International Development (AIID).

Inge Ruigrok won a fieldwork grant from the Treub Foundation; an individual field work grant from the Wenner Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research (New York), which covered seven months of fieldwork in Angola; finally, she obtained a travel grant from the VU University Amsterdam, from the PhD Fund, for participation in the International Political Science Association (IPSA) World Congress in Fukuoka, Japan.
Oscar Salemink obtained a PhD grant from NWO-MaGW for the project ‘Cosmopolitanising and Politicising Falun Gong Membership and Practices: Processes of incorporation and discipline of non-Chinese in the transnational Falun Gong society’ (researcher Scott Dalby); grants from NWO-WOTRO and the AIID for the PhD project ‘Transnational Religious Networks and Protestant Conversion among the Hmong in Northern Vietnam’; a grant from NWO-WOTRO for the PhD project ‘Vietnam’s Familiar Strangers – Narratives of returning Overseas Vietnamese and the symbolic construction of homeland and nation’; and a grant from NUFFIC for the PhD project ‘Transnational Marriage: Negotiation of Local Women and Men in the Rural Northeastern Thai Village’.

Ton Salman obtained an NWO/MaGW PhD grant for a project by Joan van Wijk: ‘Violence in a Mexican Tourist Area’. 
Tijo Salverda obtained a € 4,000 travel grant from NWO. 

Peter Versteeg obtained a grant for the project ‘Recognizing Christianity: How African Immigrants Redefine the European Religious Heritage’, a joint proposal with the universities of Sussex and Lisbon, from the Norface programme ‘Re-emergence of Religion as a Social Force in Europe?’, December 2006.

6.10

Other activities and press contacts. Having become an ‘expert’ as a result of extensive research in a certain field, a scholar often attracts press interest whenever that field is in the news. In addition, sometimes other institutions find one’s ‘expertise’ interesting enough to invite such a scholar to contribute to policy-making, media news items, documentaries and such like. But we do of course keep in mind that ‘It is better to remain silent and be thought a fool, than open one's mouth and remove all doubt’ (Samuel Johnson). 

Jan Abbink was author of numerous written and oral advisory reports given to lawyers, NGOs and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He also gave 26 interviews to national and international media on African current affairs and backgrounds. He was chairman of the Netherlands Association for African Studies until July 2006.
Ellen Bal was discussant, panel chair and representative of the IIAS Leiden, at the Conference on Youth and the Global South: ‘Religion, Politics and the Making of Youth in Africa, Asia and the Middle East’, Dakar (Senegal), 13-15 October.
Edien Bartels was member of a panel, in the presence of the minister of foreign affairs (Verdonk) and parliament members (e.g. Naima Azoug and Miriam Sterk) about migrant women and girls who have been left behind in their country of origin. The organization was in the hands of the Moudawwanah working group. The event took place in Den Bosch, 27 March.

She also participated in the Diversity workshop at the Centrum voor Studie en Loopbaan, VU University, 4 April. She participated at the expert meeting about Moroccan Young People and Education, Christelijk Pedagogisch Studiecentrum, Amersfoort, 11 September Finally, she was member of the financial control committee of the Dutch Association for the Study of the Middle East and Islam (MOI).
Sandra Evers directed a series of activities in the context of the joint programme between the Department of Social and Cultural Anthropology of the VU University, the Institut de Civilisations/Musée d’Art et d’Archéologie, Université d’Antananarivo (ICMAA) and the Interchurch Organisation for Development Cooperation (ICCO): a compilation of a database on Natural Resource Management and Poverty was produced, there was additional research of Master’s students on the project themes, there was a publication of two articles in academic journals (cf. publication list), and a workshop titled ‘Partages d’expériences sur la Méthode Accélérée de Recherche Participative’ in Antananarivo, 27-28 November 2006. 

She contributed to an article on ‘Fairfood’ in Essay, pages 10-11, Essay, Het magazine van de Faculteit der Social Wetenschappen. She also developed a training programme in collaboration with colleagues of the University of Antananarivo for students doing anthropological fieldwork in the context of the collaboration programme between the University of Antananarivo and the VU University.

Erella Grassiani: Triggered by her presentation at the conference on ‘Moral Dimensions of A-symmetrical Warfare’, about the organization ‘Breaking the Silence’, closely related to her PhD theme ‘Morality and the Israeli military’. The TV programme Eén Vandaag decided to dedicate an item to the subject. The programme filmed at the conference, interviewed her and her NLDA supervisor professor Desiree Verweij, and filmed ex-combatants from Israel, who were the subject of her presentation. The item was aired on 23 April 2006. 

She also was one of the main organizers of the exhibition of the Breaking the Silence organization in October in Amsterdam, which received a great deal of press coverage. The work of this organization is very closely connected to her PhD research and in fact a chapter of her dissertation will be dedicated to it.

Martijn de Koning was assistant editor of the ISIM Review, Leiden; he was affiliated fellow at ISIM in Leiden, and did a ISIM/IMES Lecture Series ‘Individualization From Allah to Prada’, at which he was discussant and lecturer (31 May).
He gave courses on ‘Prevention and Signs of Radicalization’ at the Department of Justice (organized by Forum); and gave a course on ‘Media and Politics in the Middle East and the Mediterranean’ at Radboud University Nijmegen (November and December)


As far as media are concerned, he gave interviews to TSS (Tijdschrift voor Sociale Vraagstukken) in February, to the Belgian magazine De Tijd (March), to NMO, on ‘Radicalization of Muslim Youth’; to the BBC (Roger Hardy on ‘Angry Young Muslims’) in June, and to RTL News (prime-time) on the emergence of Salafi Muslims in the Netherlands

Linda van de Kamp accompanied photographer Rufus de Vries while taking photos of fieldwork in Mozambique (29 April – 13 May)

Johan Roeland organized a course on classics in religious studies for PhD students and postdoc researcher in the field of religious studies. He was in the editorial board of www.religionresearch.org. He gave an interview to a national Dutch newspaper, Het Nederlands Dagblad, on 8 December.

Inge Ruigrok became an associated researcher at Centro de Estudos Africanos – ISCTE, Lisbon, in April 2006.

Ton Salman, on 23 March, was discussant at the public launch of the book edited in 2005 by Willem Assies, Marco Calderón and Ton Salman: Citizenship, Political Culture and State Transformation in Latin America, at the Centrum voor Talen en Culturen van Latijns America (TCLA), Leiden (NL).

On 28 April, he gave a lecture, introducing the book by Rik Pinxten and Koen de Munter De culturele eeuw (Antwerp, Houtekiet, 2006), Ghent. On 8 June he gave a lecture and some comments at the viewing of the film The Motorcycle Diaries, organized by the Netherlands Institute of International Relations, Amstelveen (NL). On 11 October, he participated in a panel ‘On doing fieldwork in Latin America’, at PASEO, Utrecht. On 10 November, he gave a brief introduction on Bolivia, at the NALACS seminar ‘The rise of the left in Latin America: between promises and polarization’, Utrecht. On 24 November, he was discussant at lecture of Andrew Canessa: ‘We are all indigenous: the politics of identity in contemporary Bolivia’, CEDLA, Amsterdam.

Heather Sutherland was reader of manuscripts for Singapore and Cambridge University

Press.

Marjo de Theije gave an interview to the Wereldomroep (Dutch world service) on the occasion of the event ‘Paramaribo, The City!’, 28 October.

Rhoda Woets advised the Tropical Museum (Amsterdam) on an upcoming exhibition of contemporary Ghanaian artists.

Epilogue

If you come to a fork in the road, take it. 

Yogi Berra

In the coming year, we will continue to dedicate our energy to reflecting upon human security and our ongoing pursuit of concrete, on-the-ground research. We will try to live up to en vogue academic standards, and at the same time continue to be zealously alert about being triggered by intrinsic rather than external incentives. Additionally, we will grasp our opportunities, swallow our setbacks and give stimulating classes.

‘Anthropology is philosophy with the people in,’ according to a popular definition of our discipline. It is as true as it is thorny: it obliges us to reflect continuously upon the assumptions, logical codes, paradigms and epistemological uncertainties of reflective science, while at the same time we need to try to make sense of what real people, in real circumstances, do and refrain from doing, state and belie, in an ongoing flow of events, actions, efforts and sometimes dramas. On the other hand: it would be worse were our job a perfunctory registration of predictable behaviour of homogeneous and one-dimensional species of humankind.

� This overview does not include the PhD projects or the research projects carried out by the department’s fellows Thomas Eriksen, Maurice Bloch and Saskia Sassen.
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